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November 28, 2022
The Honorable Charles Schumer The Honorable Nancy Pelosi
Majority Leader Speaker
United States Senate United States House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20515
The Honorable Mitch McConnell The Honorable Kevin McCarthy
Republican Leader Republican Leader
United States Senate United States House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Speaker Pelosi, Republican Leader McCarthy, Majority Leader Schumer, and Republican
Leader McConnell:

As precision medicine becomes standard of care to treat many diseases and conditions, it is
critical that Medicare beneficiaries have access to genetic counselors, as they have specialized
training in medical genetics and counseling to offer comprehensive genetic services to patients.

Genetic counselors are particularly important for Medicare beneficiaries with cancer,
cardiovascular disease, and neurological disorders, as they help these patients understand genetic
testing options and facilitate communication between patients and other providers that manage
health issues with a genetic component. In short, genetic counselors empower patients and
providers to make informed decisions.

Many commercial health plans cover and reimburse genetic counselors, as research demonstrates
improved outcomes in terms of quality and cost. In fact, Medicare currently reimburses genetic
counseling when provided by other Medicare practitioners. S. 1450/H.R. 2144, the “Access to
Genetic Counselor Services Act”, takes a measured approach to modernize Medicare to catch up
with the innovation of genetics and genomic medicine. The legislation will allow the Medicare
program to reimburse genetic counselors directly, which will in turn improve access for everyone
to the services of genetic counselors.

Improving access to genetic counselors will help ensure appropriate genetic testing, provide
critical knowledge to beneficiaries to fully understand complex test results, and further integrate
genetic counselors into the healthcare team. We expect the legislation will enhance team-based
care coordination for Medicare beneficiaries, and may also save money for beneficiaries and the
Medicare program.

We urge you to include the “Access to Genetic Counselor Services Act” in an end of year
legislative package so that Medicare beneficiaries can better access these critical services.

Thank you for your consideration.

Respectfully,
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