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Community Ties
by Christian Downs, JD, MHA

Ihave a three-year-old son and—as 
his brother insists—a four-and-
three-quarters-year-old son. 

As you can imagine, the holidays 
are always a fun time, and, of 
course, my boys are very interested 
in presents. My oldest is still too 
young to understand the concept 
of money, and that the gifts he and 
his brother receive actually “cost” 
something. So he spends a lot of time 
going through the toy store pick-
ing out everything that he wants 
and expects me to buy. (Many of 
you have suggested that 
boys never out grow this 
phase—thanks for the 
tip.)

While it’s true that 
the presents always get 
my boys excited, I’ve 
noticed that they really 
“light up” around friends 
and family. Spending time 
with their cousins in the 
backyard kicking a ball, 
riding a bike on grandpa’s 
driveway, or even, heaven 
forbid, going with Mom 
and Dad for a special Christmas 
dinner—in jackets and ties, no less. 
So although my boys are too young 
to understand the concept of “com-
munity,” I believe that what they 
are responding to is being part of a 
community, specifically the feeling of 
being in a safe, caring environment, 
where we depend on each other for 
the real joys in life.

In this Oncology Issues, we focus 
on the issue of “community” and the 
special obligation(s) cancer providers 
have to their own communities. And 
when I talk about community, I’m 
really talking about people—friends, 
family members, business and profes-
sional associates, and the patients and 
families who come to you in an hour 
of great need.

In her article, certified oncology 
nurse Mary Ellen Loncto addresses 
an issue we sometimes overlook in 

our communities: the psychosocial 
needs of cancer patients. For more 
than 30 years, the Cancer Support 
Team at The Whittingham Cancer 
Center has met those psychosocial 
needs—serving patients, family mem-
bers, and staff throughout the cancer 
experience. Most important, it’s a 
model for supportive care services 
that can be replicated in almost any 
community.

Authors Kerry Irish and Rita 
Molloy write about the “birth” of 
The Patrick Dempsey Center for 

Cancer Hope & Heal-
ing at Central Maine 
Medical Center. Today, 
this program provides 
support, education, and 
health promotion for 
cancer patients and their 
families throughout 
Maine. A key component 
of the program: reaching 
out to the underserved 
in the community to 
improve access to care 
and cancer screening and 
prevention efforts.

Kelley Simpson and Patrick 
Board write about the benefits—and 
challenges—involved in joint ven-
tures between hospitals and private 
practices. In their community, three 
private hematology/oncology prac-
tices and one hospital came together 
and developed an integrated model of 
care. As you will see from their expe-
rience, careful planning, common 
goals, and achievable outcomes can 
mean a successful joint venture for 
any community.

All of our contributors to this 
issue demonstrate how they serve 
their communities in many dif-
ferent and important ways. Their 
stories bring home the importance 
community makes in people’s lives. 
It’s a view I hope to share with my 
sons—that while presents are nice, 
the real “gift” is being part of a 
community. 

ACCC keeps you informed ✓✓

about what’s happening with 
Medicare and private payer 
reimbursement as well as reg-
ulatory and legislative changes 
from Capitol Hill. Whether it’s 
changes to the drug compen-
dia or updates on ESAs, ACCC 
alerts you to breaking news 
that affects your program or 
practice today. 

 ACCC membership gives you ✓✓

an opportunity to connect to 
your colleagues nationwide 
through the members-only 
listserv. Find out what your 
colleagues are saying about 
IRB reporting, radiation oncol-
ogy credentialing, planning 
for new equipment and tech-
nology, challenges related to 
chemotherapy administration 
and incident-to billing, patient 
assistance programs, and 
much more. 

Join ACCC as an institution ✓✓

and receive one free meeting 
registration to ACCC’s spring 
Annual National Meeting or 
Fall National Oncology  
Economics Conference. 

Opportunities abound to ✓✓

increase your cancer program’s 
visibility on ACCC’s website 
and in Oncology Issues.

For further information or to ✓✓

apply for membership, go to 
www.accc-cancer.org/mem-
bership or call 301.984.9496, 
ext. 226.
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