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e are
a part
of the

greatest specialty
in medicine: On-
cology. When you
dig through the
many distractions
and obstacles to
care, at the end
of the day it is still a remarkable and
rewarding position that our patients en-
trust to us. They ask us to care for them
at a most vulnerable time in their lives,
and happily we are able to celebrate with
more and more of them through survivor-
ship than ever before.

At the same time, we are seeing evo-
lutionary change in our care setting and
practices due to enormous economic pres-
sures. Among the stressors are the high
cost of technology, decreasing reimburse-
ment, increasing regulation, increasing
cost of treatment, and increasing patient
volumes—many of whom may be unin-
sured or underinsured. It is anticipated
that the overall demand for oncology
services will increase by over 40 percent
by the year 2020.

We will likely need revolutionary
changes in our care settings to meet the
need. Already we are in an era of mergers
and consolidations that are making private
practice community oncology a dwindling
entity. Will this shift help or compound
the challenges of meeting the upcoming
care demands? Will the changes that occur
be evolutionary or revolutionary?

While these challenges are framed by
uncertainty, we do know that oncology
care providers have always been a re-
sourceful group. We have worked through
the challenges of the past decades and
have managed to dramatically improve
the quality and science of the care we
deliver. I have no doubt that we will
continue down that same path.

Over the past three decades, ACCC has
been a vital resource in that journey,
and the Association will continue to
offer resources, support, and answers to
the entire cancer team no matter what
the future brings. ACCC's ever-expanding
educational programs and advocacy ef-
forts will help us through the changes—
whether evolutionary or revolutionary—
that lie ahead.

For the journey ahead, I am grate-
ful for ACCC. What a wonderful and
unique organization we have! Members
who are passionate about great cancer
care. Staff who are passionate about
providing the education and advocacy
work to make all of our programs and
institutions thrive, and an organization
that values the work and input of the
entire cancer team. It is with more than
a tinge of sadness that I become “Past
President” of this unique organization.
I thank you for allowing me the op-
portunity of personal and professional
growth in leading ACCC over the past
year. I have enjoyed every moment.

Now it is time to look forward to the
future and all we can do with ACCC. Let's
make cancer care better together. [@ll

New Feature!

mmarino@accc-cancer.org.

Only have a few minutes to spare? Turn the page, and you'll
discover the journal’s new Fast Facts “grazing” section,
designed to give you news at a glance. Here, in each issue,
you'll find short takes on timely topics, highlights of ACCC's
new educational programs, including webinars and podcasts,
and more. Like what you see? Drop us an email at: /

DON'T MISS OUT!
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