
FROM THE EDITOR

6       January–February 2017  |  OI 

ONCOLOGY ISSUES
The Journal of the 

Association of Community Cancer Centers

Editor-In-Chief 
Christian G. Downs, JD, MHA

Managing Editor 
Monique J. Marino

Associate Editors 
Jillian Kornak 

Amanda Patton

Manager of Publication Sales and  
Corporate Relations 

Malvin Milburn

Art Director/Designer 
Studio A

EDITORIAL BOARD 
Chair, Susan van der Sommen, MHA, CMPE, FACHE 

Al B. Benson III, MD, FACP 
Linda Corrigan, MHE, RHIT, CTR 

Amanda Henson, MSHA, MBA, FACHE 
Morton S. Kahlenberg, MD, FACS 

Nicholas J. Petrelli, MD  
Cary A. Presant, MD, FACP  
Michael J. Reff, RPh, MBA 

Chad Schaeffer, FACHE 
Bryan Schmalhofer, MBA, RT(R)(T) 

Matt Sherer, MBA, MHA 
Judy R. Stone, CMPE

EXPERT ADVISORY PANEL 
Teri U. Guidi, MBA 
Kelley D. Simpson 

Matthew R. Sturm, MBA

ACCC EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
President 

Jennie R. Crews, MD, MMM, FACP

President-Elect 
Mark S. Soberman, MD, MBA, FACS

Secretary  
Ali McBride, PharmD, MS, BCPS, BCOP

Treasurer 
Thomas A. Gallo, MS

Immediate Past President  
Steven L. D’Amato, BSPharm

Board of Trustees

Olalekan Ajayi, PharmD 
Nicole Bradshaw, MS, MBA 

Catherine Brady-Copertino, BSN, MS, OCN 
Neal Christiansen, MD 

Colleen Gill, MS, RD, CSO 
Krista Nelson, MSW, LCSW, OSW-C 

Randall A. Oyer, MD 
David R. Penberthy, MD, MBA 

Gail Probst, MS, RN, AOCN, NE-BC 
Cecilia Zapata, MS, MHA

Oncology Issues serves the multidisciplinary  
specialty of oncology care and cancer  

program management. 

Archived editions of Oncology Issues are available  
to members at: mynetwork.accc-cancer.org.

My boys love 
to go and 
watch the 

construction of the 
super structures 
being built here in 
the Washington, 
D.C., area. From the 
massive “The Wharf” 
project that seeks to 
revitalize the old 

southwest D.C. waterfront to the area’s first 
casino at the National Harbor, there is so 
much to see—cranes, bulldozers, welders, and 
masons. It’s easy to get overwhelmed in all of 
the action and to lose sight of the magnitude 
of what you’re actually seeing, specifically the 
conceptualization, financing, planning, and 
engineering behind the construction.

Similar to the construction projects in 
our nation’s capital, many cancer programs 
around the country are also in a construc-
tion mode. Maybe not bricks and mortar, 
but working on their programs to improve 
the delivery of care to their patients.  In  
this edition of Oncology Issues, we focus on 
the building, bridging, connecting, and 
engaging “construction” elements at four 
2016 ACCC Innovator Award-winning 
programs.

First, in “Building a Palliative Care 
Program from the Inside Out,” read, 
step-by-step, the approach Kaufman 
Cancer Center employed to grow and 
enhance existing services to offer early 
palliative care at their program, including 
holding weekly palliative care case 
conferences and developing in-house 
palliative care specialists.

Next, in “Telehealth—Connecting 
Patients with Nutrition Services,” Baton 
Rouge General Medical Center Pennington 
Cancer Center shares how it uses telehealth 
technology to ensure that patients at 
multiple clinic locations have seamless 
access to nutrition services, removing 
barriers to care, such as transportation and 
multiple appointments. 

In our third feature article, Outer Banks 

Hospital outlines its successful HPV 
outreach and education campaign in “HPV 
Vaccination—Engaging Community 
Partners for Success.” Those in the oncology 
community understand that HPV vaccina-
tion of our children is an important cancer 
prevention opportunity, but the issue is 
now becoming a public health priority. As 
always, we find ACCC member programs at 
the forefront of these efforts, with this 2016 
ACCC Innovator Award winner sharing the 
“how to’s” of its strategic approach, which 
led to improved HPV vaccination rates in 
local schools.

Finally, in “Bridging the Gap—Early 
Detection of Cancer for the Medically 
Underserved,” learn how Mary Bird Perkins 
Cancer Center’s innovative early detection 
and prevention education program is 
working to reduce cancer mortality and 
improve health equity among vulnerable 
patient populations. Key to this  
community-based program: patient 
navigators that connect at-risk patients to 
resources and support, ensuring follow-up 
for all patients with abnormal findings.

New construction—and all the change it 
brings—can be a challenge. And right now, 
with the election of President Trump and 
the move to a Republican-led Congress, we 
are facing four years of possible new 
construction (or even “deconstruction”) on 
the Affordable Care Act (ACA). Will this 
landmark legislation be abolished entirely? 
Or will it merely undergo a major renova-
tion? Learn the latest at the ACCC Annual 
Meeting, CANCERSCAPE, March 29-31, 2017, 
in Washington, D.C. Register today at 
accc-cancer.org/CANCERSCAPE.  

Construction Zone Ahead:  
Hard Hats Required! 
BY CHRISTIAN DOWNS, JD, MHA




