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action
Buffalo Hospital
Allina Health Oncology System
Buffalo, Minn.
Delegate Rep: Stacy Mattila, RN, MS, OCN
Website: buffalohospital.org

Cambridge Medical Center
Allina Health Oncology System
Cambridge, Minn.
Delegate Rep: Pamela Whitehead, RN, BSN, MA
Website: allinahealth.org/Cambridge-Medical-Center

District One Hospital
Allina Health Oncology System
Faribault, Minn.
Delegate Rep: Erin Ferris
Website: allinahealth.org/District-One-Hospital

Mercy Hospital
Allina Health Oncology System
Coon Rapids, Minn.
Delegate Rep: Eric Drake
Website: allinahealth.org/Mercy-Hospital

New Ulm Medical Center
Allina Health Oncology System
New Ulm, Minn.
Delegate Rep: Lorna Holmberg, RN, BSN, OCN
Website: allinahealth.org/New-Ulm-Medical-Center

Regina Hospital
Allina Health Oncology System
Hastings, Minn.
Delegate Rep: Cristine Kramer, RN, BSN, CNOR
Website: allinahealth.org/regina-hospital

River Falls Area Hospital
Allina Health Oncology System
River Falls, Wis.
Delegate Rep: Heather Simpson, CoC
Website: allinahealth.org/river-falls-area-hospital

ACCC Welcomes Its Newest Members
WestHealth
Allina Health Oncology System
Plymouth, Minn.
Delegate Rep: Lisa Entleutner, RN, MSN
Website: allinahealth.org/abbott-northwestern-westhealth

UAB Medicine: Russell Medical Cancer Center
O’Neal Comprehensive Cancer Center at UAB
Alexander City, Ala.
Delegate Rep: Ellen Abernathy
Website: uabmedrussellcancer.com

Green Bay Oncology
Green Bay, Wis.
Delegate Rep: Lori Schneider
Website: gboncology.com

Conway Medical Center, CMC Cancer Center
Conway, S.C.
Delegate Rep: Kim Hunsucker, MSN, FNP-C
Website: conwaymedicalcenter.com

Piedmont Fayette Hospital Cancer Center
Fayetteville, Ga.
Delegate Rep: Catherine Hoffman, RT(R)(T)
Website: piedmontfayette.org/littlec

System Membership
Allina Health Oncology System
Minneapolis, Minn.
Delegate Rep: Melissa Wall, RN, BSN, MBA
Website: allinahealth.org/Virginia-Piper-Cancer-Institute/about-us

WellSpan Health System
York, Pa.
Delegate Rep: Shelli Laux, MBA, RHIA, CTR, CCRP
Website: wellspan.org
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ACCC Holds Metastatic Breast Cancer Summit in 
Washington, D.C.
On Oct. 7 ACCC brought together a variety of stakeholders in the cancer care community to identify practical action items that cancer practices 
large and small can implement now to expand holistic care of their metastatic breast cancer patients. Members of the multidisciplinary 
cancer care team that participated in the summit included social workers, program managers, nurse practitioners, chaplains, financial 
navigators, and patient advocates. As a continuation of ACCC’s Metastatic Breast Cancer Project, the summit centered around the recognition 
that there are significant disparities in the resources available to patients with metastatic disease. A full executive summary of the summit’s 
main findings will soon be available online, and a more in-depth summary is available at accc-cancer.org/acccbuzz.  

Shine a Spotlight on Your Cancer Program 
or Practice 
In every Oncology Issues our editorial team interviews a member program or practice for the journal’s 
“Spotlight” column. We are currently looking for members to feature in 2020. Being profiled in ACCC’s 
peer-reviewed journal offers your cancer program or practice many benefits. For example, the two-page 
article is a great tool to market your services to your local community, including potential patients 
and referring physicians. All it requires is a 30- to 60-minute phone interview and submission of high-
resolution photos to include with the article. Our editorial staff will do the writing and editing for 
you! Don’t miss out on this member benefit: email Maddelynne Parker, mparker@accc-cancer.org, to 
schedule an interview to have your program or practice featured in Oncology Issues.  
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T ransforming the massive headquar-
ters of one of the world’s leading 
energy companies into a state-of-

the-art, multidisciplinary cancer center is no 
small task. That was the discovery of 
Northern Virginia’s Inova Health System after 
it acquired ExxonMobil’s former headquar-
ters building for the new home of its cancer 
center. But the effort was well worth it.

Created to accommodate 6,000 new 
patients a year with a plethora of clinical and 
support services, the $400 million Inova 
Schar Cancer Institute—which opened its 
doors May 13, 2019—occupies 438,000 
square feet of space located off Washington, 
D.C.’s Capital Beltway. The institute was 
created in response to the continuing 
population growth in the area and the rising 
incidence of cancer in the community. The 
institute was largely made possible by a $50 
million gift from Dwight and Martha Schar—
the largest single donation that Inova Health 
System has ever received. 

Inova Health System includes an 
integrated network of five hospitals, primary 
and specialty care practices, emergency and 
urgent care centers, outpatient services, 
specialty institutes, and a broad network of 
providers and services. The new cancer 
institute, which provides both inpatient and 
outpatient services, is the flagship location of 
a cancer care network that covers all of 
Northern Virginia and serves the broader 
Washington, D.C. metro area. It is located 
across the street from Inova’s largest 
hospital, Inova Fairfax Hospital. Despite the 
fact that it overlooks the Capital Beltway and 
is right off a busy main road, the cancer 
institute is removed from traffic and 

somewhat secluded, on a private campus 
with dedicated parking lots and garages.

Refurbishing the new space to serve as an 
all-in-one cancer center for patients and their 
families required completely rethinking the 
building, says Thomas Graves, MBA, FACHE, 
vice president of the Inova Schar Cancer 
Institute. “It was a real challenge to repur-
pose the building,” he recalls. “ExxonMobil 
was very security-conscious, and we had to 
redesign the entire building to open it up for 
patient care.” That redesign included 
installing escalators and supplying water to 
the entire building. Work on the ExxonMobil 
headquarters began in January 2016, and it 
opened as the Inova Schar Cancer Institute in 
May 2019.

The location and sheer space the building 
provided proved to be well suited to the 
health system’s vision for its comprehensive 
cancer care center. The addition of the 
location to its campus has enabled Inova 
Health System to bring under one roof its 
multidisciplinary approach to personalized 
cancer care. Special attention was given to 
the building’s design, which incorporates 
works of art by local artists throughout the 
facility and an art gallery with rotating 
exhibits. Inova’s Artists in Residence program 
welcomes various artists to share their music 
and poetry.

The new cancer institute also serves as the 
working space of a network of physicians, 
researchers, oncology nurse navigators, 
genetic counselors, scientific partners, and 
supportive care experts. It also is one of the 
sites for Inova’s Life with Cancer program, 
which provides cancer education, integrative 
therapies, wellness programs (including 

nutrition and exercise), and supportive 
counseling to patients and their loved ones 
free of cost, regardless of where they are 
being treated. The facility also offers spa 
services that can provide much-needed relief 
from treatment side effects. Read more 
about Inova’s Life with Cancer program in the 
March-April 2018 Oncology Issues.

A Suite of Clinical Services
Operating the Inova Schar Cancer Institute 
requires a significant number of staff. The 
cancer center serves a densely populated 
region and is projected to see 7,000 new 
patients by 2020. Serving that population are 
more than 1,000 employees whom Inova 
directly employs, including more than 50 
physicians, 15 advanced practice providers, 
75 nurses, 23 pharmacists, and 20 financial 
counselors.

The clinical care the Institute offers is 
comprehensive, allowing patients access to a 
variety of disciplines, including specialty 
surgeons, radiation oncologists, genetic 
counselors, researchers, nurses, therapists, 
and volunteers. There are a wide variety of 
treatment options, including the 
70,000-square-foot Center for Advanced 
Radiation Oncology and Proton Therapy, 
scheduled to open in January 2020. To bring 
its patients the most innovative treatments 
and technologies available, the Inova Schar 
Cancer Institute: 
• Serves as a site for the groundbreaking 

TAPUR trial being conducted by the 
American Society of Clinical Oncology.

• Creates personalized treatment plans for 
patients with advanced cancers with the 

Inova Schar Cancer Institute
Fairfax, Va.

spotlight

An Oncology Podcast for Your Ears
ACCC’s podcast, CANCER BUZZ, features fresh perspectives on hot topics in oncology care 
delivery. CANCER BUZZ is conversation that unpacks the issues and sparks insight. It is where 
stakeholders from the front lines of care to the C-suite, from research to the registry, from 
chairside to benchside, talk about top-of-mind questions and real-world impact. In its most 
recent episode, Montana State Oncology Society’s President Jack Hensold, MD, of Bozeman 
Health Cancer Center addresses the unique challenges rural cancer care providers face, including 
workforce shortages, travel distance, clinical trial access, and more. All episodes can be found 
on Apple Podcasts, Spotify, or wherever you get your podcasts. Listen today and be a part of 
these important conversations!  


