
The President's Corner

PATIENT ADVOCACY GUIDES
ACCC REIMBURSEMENT EFFORTS

Over the past few months, I have been increas­
ingly involved in discussions relating to reim­
bursement in the area of cancer care. Much
has been written in this Journal and elsewhere
about the subject. Much, much more is to
come.

As the Association of Community Cancer
Centers becomes increasingly involved in this
area (e.g., our "reimbursement initiative" to
rate insurers' cancer benefits and to develop

uniform insurance contract language), we must be vigilant that we do
not lose our identity and purpose as we deal with the many interests
involved.

The spectrum of other interested parties ranges from the policymakers
in various governments, both federal and local, to the cancer patients.
Between these two extremes are a number of other involved parties,
each with their own turf to both protect and enhance. At one level are
the "producers" of reimbursement: Medicare, Medicaid, Blue Cross
and Blue Shield, commercial insurers, HMOs, TPAs, industrial self­
insured companies, etc. Next come those who provide the means to
care for the patient: manufacturers of diagnostic equipment and sup­
plies for the health care industry, the pharmaceutical industry, etc. And
then we come to the direct providers of care: the physician, nurse, hos­
pital, pharmacist, and others.

Of course, the Association draws its membership from the latter
group. It most directly represents its interests. The Association derives
income directly from its membership to further its goals and, therefore,
we must work in behalf of its best interests. However, we will be
accepting money from other groups in the above categories in the fur­
therance of our reimbursement initiatives. How do we fairly represent
all of those interests, each with its own turf to protect and enhance? I
submit that we do it by remembering the driving force behind the origi­
nal goal of the Association; namely, the enhancement of high-quality
care of cancer patients and their families in the community. This may
seem trite to some, but I submit it is only this concept of patient advoca­
cy that justifies and can appropriately guide the Association in this area.
Those of use who are directly involved in the reimbursement initiative
will do well to keep this concept in mind as a bottom line. I, for one,
pledge that patient advocacy will be the primary goal of all the
Association's endeavors in this area.

David K. King, M.D.
President

4

Oncology Issues
The Ieumal of Iht' A!rl.sodatiun of Community C.n"cr Ccn tcI"

Senior Editor
Lee E. Monenson, M.S.• M.P.A.

ACCC Executive Director

ManaKinK Edilor
Marilyn Mannisto

Produclion Editor
Carol K. Johnson

EDITORIAL BOARD
Paul N. Anderson. M.D.

Raben T. Clarke. M.H.A.
Raben E. Enck. M.D.

Paul F.Engstrom. M.D.
Irvin D. Fleming. M.D.

Jennifer File Guy, B.S.• R.N.
J. Gale Katterhagen, M.D.

Jon F. Kerner, Ph.D.
David K. King, M.D.
Ralph M. Scali, M.D.

Deborah Welch-McCaffrey, R.N.. M.N.
Rodger J. Winn, M.D.

John W. Yarbro, M.D.. Ph.D .

ACCC OFFICERS AND TRUSTEES

Prrsident
David K. King . M.D. (Phoenix . AZ)

President-EIKt
Irvin D. Fleming. M.D. (Memphis. TN)

Secretary
Jennifer File Guy. B.S.. R.N . (Columbus. 011)

Treasurer
Lloyd K. Everson. M.D. (Ind ianapolis, IS)

Immediate Past President
Raben E. Enck, M.D. (Columbus, 011)

Thomas M. Beck. M.D. (Boise, 10)
Vincent Caggiano, M.D. (Sacramento, CAl

Simeon T. Cantril, M.D. (San Francisco)
Raben T. Clarke, M.II.A. (Springfield. ILl
Alben B. Einstein. Jr.• M.D. (Seattle, WAl

Marsha J. Fountain. R.N .. M.N. (Springfield. ILl
Catherine M. Hogan, R.N.• M.S. (Oncology Sursing Society)

Jon F. Kerner . Ph.D. (Association of American Cancer
Institutes)

James S. Ungerleider, M.D. (Dayton, 011)
Diane Van Ostenberg (Grand Rapids, Mil

On""I,,/(\' Issues is published quarterly at the Associalion
of Community Cancer Centers' Executive Office , 11600
Nebel Street, Suite 201, Rockville, Maryland 20K52 .
Editorial correspondence. changes of address, manuscripts,
and letters to the Editor should be addressed to: Lee E.
Mortenson, Senior Editor. Onml"/U Issues, 11600 Nebel
Street, Suite 201, Rockville, Maryland 20852 .

INFORMATION FOR CONTRIBUTORS
Articles, editorials, letters 10 the Editor. and other con ­

tribuled malerial, represent the opinions of the authors and
do not represent the opinions of the Associalion of
Community Cancer Centers. or the institunon wirh which the
author is affiliated. unless the contrary is spec ified .
Nmrs In Contrihut"rs. containing detailed information about
article submission guidelines, are available upon request .

Subscription Rales
Individual: $40.00 per year: lnsritutional and Libraries:
560.00 per year. ACCC membership dues cover general and
delegate member subscriptions. Copies are ava ilable for a
fee. Bulk rates available upon request.

Adverllsinll
Send correspondence. display advertising. insert ion orders,
prim ing materials to Marilyn Mannislo. Managing Editor.
Onwloxy Issues. 116lX1 Nebel Street , Suite 201. Rockville.
Maryland 20R52. Que.lions for general information may be
directed 10 Marilyn Mannislo aI301 -9114-9496.

Postalle Privileges
Postmaster: Please send address changes to Association of
Community Cancer Centers, 11600 Nebel Street, Suite 201,
Rockville. Maryland 20852.




