
IN THE NEWS

HCFA HOLDS BRIEFING Home IV Drug ~herapy of Review Programs. In the case of home

ON OUTPATIENT DRUG HCFA has had a greatdentor "difficuhy in IV therapy, the PRO will complete its

PRESCRIPTION
compiling a list o f eligible home IV drugs," review within one worid ng dayo f the initio
said Robert Wren. director. the Officeof arion of therapy, Boothsa id.

COVERAGE Coverage Policy. The Secretary of lUIS
cannot simply refere nce compendia. but is Drug l:Ulization Review

Drug Coverage required by statute to compile a list of COY- Conceptually. the drug utilization review

It has not yet been dec ided how the Health ered drugs and uses (or antibiot ics and non- program will beconducted in IWO stages:

Care Financing Adm inistrat ion (HCFA) antibiotics. inclLKfing antfinfective agents, prepayment (al the point of sale) and post-
and the Secretary of Health and Human anrineoplastics, pain managements agents, payment. accord ing to Buto. The amount

Services(HHS) will make drug coverage andother cancer-re lated drugs. of utilization information communicated at

dec isions unde r the outpatient presc ript ion Courses of home IV the rapy must be the point of sale will "obvious ly have to be

dru g amendment to the Medica re: "furnished by a qua lified hom e IV limited," Buto sa id. noting the expense of

Catastrophic Coverage Act, according to provi der," Wren said. and"the plan of care providing such information, Th e primary

speak ers at a recent publi c briefing in must be reviewed and established by the focus of prepayment rev iew will be to

Washi ngton, DC. patie nt 's physici an." Home IV therapy identify potential adverse drug lnterac-

Kathleen Buto, acting d irector for the will be "subject to PRO review at leas t tions. Postpayment review will arrenpt to

Bureau'of EligibililY, Reimbu rsement and until January 1995." Moreover, the law identify substandard care and inapp ropriate

Co verage, sa id Ihat the "current position is precl udes payment when the referring prescribing practices. AI this point in lime,

10 recognize all th ree drug com pe ndia physician has a s ignifican t financial or ho wever, Buto sa id HCFA has not yet

sources" reco mmended as references for ownership interest in the home IV compa- det ermined what criteria will be used.

the Secretary of HIlS in the legislat ive ny. Wren sa id "significant " interest has the "'We must feel our way carefully," she said,

intent o f Ihe catastroph ic ac t ( the U.S. same definition as in the home heallh "because of the medical necessity ques-

Pharmacopoeia Disptnsing Information, agency reg ulations; that is. physicians who lions involved in dru g unlization rev iew."

the M fA's Drug Eva luations, and the receive five percent or more o f sbe capital At the present time. the way the pro-

American Hospital FormularyS~r\'ia profits, receive significant compensat ion gra m is structured. off-labe l uses canno t be
Drug Inf ormation ). How ever, Butc said from the provider (more than five percent identified at poi nt of sale, becau se pre-

that the Age ncy is "open to recommends- of ope rating costs), or serve as an execu- scrtptloos will not be changed to include

tiona on addi tiona l co mpendia. as well as rive or a board member for the com pany. diagnost ic information. However, retro-

criticis m of any of the three recommended Home IV therapy providers must meet spec tive reviews will have data that cro ss-

compendia. By no means do we regard HCFA's conditions of participation, includ- match diagnoses and prescriptions.

them as the last word." she exp lained. ing the direct prov ision of nursing and According to Buto, retrospective DUR will

She warned tha t HCFA "could still come pharmacy services. recordkeeping that is in have to focus on outliers, at least at first,

up with its own standards." noting that the accordance with state laws. patient selec- because of the number of claims that will

legislation permits the exclusion of "spe- tion criteria. written pro tocols. etc . The be processed through the program (an esti-

cific dru gs, uses of drugs. or classes of provider must closely coordinate patient mated 700 million during the first yea r of

drugs jf the Secretary determines that they trea tment with the referring physician, the outpatient drug prescription benefit).

are not safe and effec tive," including an initial consultation and physl-
Whil e JlCFA will not be taking a cian recertification of treatment reg imens. Proposed Regulations

"cookbook approach" in det ermining what Payment will con sist of the lower of Th ere are eight sets of proposed regulations

drugs will be covered under the amend- the actua l charge o r a pe r d iem fee scbed- to be publi shed by HCFA in the Federal

menr. the on ly finn decision by HCFA to ule . The fee schedule is currently being Register this year. C. Ross Anth ony, Ph.D.•

da te is that Mall labeled uses for all FDA - calcu lated by HCFA and will weig ht such associate admini strator for prog ram deve l-

approved dru gs will automatically becov- aspec ts of home IV therapy as nurse visits , opment, said thai most o f the following

ered," BUIOsaid. Other coverage deli very fees , equipment, e tc. regulat ions will be publi shed in June:

decisions are "open to discussion: ' • Prescription Drug Benefit Copayments

HCFA is "aware that some carriers are Peer Review • Coverage of Outpatient Prescript ion

denying payment for off-tabel use," andthat Stale-based Peer Review Organizations Drug,

Medicare intermediOlries do not follow a (PROs) will perform both prior authorize- • Drug Payment Meth odology

uniform policy with regard ro off-Iabe l ticn for inpatients and reucspecuve review • Coverage o f Home IV Th erapy Services

usage. The general thinking is that crl-label of clai ms . Preaurbor iearion may be • Home IV Drug Pro vider Conditions o f

uses are covered, Buto said, but the extent requested by the prescribing physician, the Participation

of coverage is "le ft to the discre tion of car- hosp ital, or a home IV therapy prov ider. • Home IV Drug Therapy Fee Schedule

riers," However. she believes that Congress HCFA will com plete the review "within • List of Covered Drug s for Home IV

has explkltly recogn ized off-label uses one work ing day of the req ues t/the receipt The rapy

through its citing of three com pendia that of the information needed 10 perfonn the • Agreements for Participatin g

acknowledge off-label indications . review," said Pat BOOlh, di rector, Division Pharmacies, •
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