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THE SURGEON AND ACCC

One of the traditional roles of the Association of
Community Cancer Centers is to improve the care
of cancer patients through the effective organization
of cancer diagnostic and treatment resources, This
effort is in concert with the American College of
Surgeons’ (ACoS) Commission on Cancer’s pro-
motion and approval process of hospital cancer pro-
grams. In fact, the majority of ACCC delegate
institutions have ACoS-approved hospital cancer
programs,

A second major area of ACCC activity is to
identify areas of concern and factors that interfere
with the delivery of effective cancer treatment. These factors may include:
coverage policy decisions by third-party payers, the actions of regulatory bod-
ies, and legislative decisions or activities—all of which may impede the physi-
cian’s ability to provide cancer patients with the best possible care.

Once areas of concern are identified, there must be an organized approach
to find solutions to such problems. The physicians, patients, and those
involved in setting health care policies need to be educated about the impact
policy, regulatory, and legislative decisions will have on cancer treatment,

In the past, ACCC has focused on medical oncology and constraints on
physicians’ ability to treat cancer patients with state-of-the-art antitumor drugs
as a major area of concern. However, decisions by third-party payers, the
Health Care Financing Administration (HCFA), and others have begun, more
and more, to encroach on surgical treatment decisions. Some years ago,
HCFA published a list of surgical procedures could no longer be performed on
an inpatient basis, but must be done in an outpatient setting on all Medicare
patients, virtually without regard to age or general medical status, While the
new regulations were satisfactory for the majority of patients, these arbitrary
policy decisions caused considerable hardship for many elderly patients and an
increased health risk to others.

HCFA has now published (June 1, 1989) a list of operative procedures
that can no longer be done in outpatient surgical units, but must be performed
in the physician office setting. Notable is the inclusion of all malignant skin
cancers, including face and neck tumors, up to 5 cm. in size. This means that
large tumors will have to be removed with local anesthesia and, in most cir-
cumstances, without benefit of frozen section study of the margins. Clearly, in
certain situations, the new regulations do not represent the best surgical man-
agement of skin malignancies. However, in an era of cost containment, we
can expect that more and more surgical treatment decisions are going to be
made by “health managers” and not by the patient or the surgeon.

The ACCC is an excellent forum for community-based surgeons to
address these problems. We must work together if we are to find solutions that
will benefit our patients,

-i‘_:‘;,;'_;'_‘.‘ S / ; ‘

Irvin D. Fleming\:M.D.
President

1
Oncology Issues

The lournal of the Associalion of Community Cancer Cenlers

Senior Editor
Lee E. Martenson, M.S., MPA.
ACCC Exccutive Director

Managing Edilor
Marilyn Mannisto

Production Edilor
Carol X, Johnson

EDITORIAL BOARD
Paul N. Anderson, M.D,
Robent T. Clarke, MH.A.
Rober E. Enck, M.D.
Paul F. Engstrom, M.D},
[rvin D. Fleming, M.D.
Jennifer File Guy, B.S., R.N.
1. Gele Kauterhagen, M.D.
Jon F. Kerner, Ph.D,
David K. King, M.D.
Ralph M. Scott, M.D.
Deborah Welch-MeCaffrey, R.N., M.N.
Rodger J. Winn, M.D.
John W. Yarbro, M.D., Ph.D.

ACCC OFFICERS AND TRUSTEES

President
ing, M.D. (Memphis, TN)
President-Elect
Iennifer File Guy, B.5., R.N. (Columbus, OH)
Secrelary
Lloyd K. Everson, M.D. {Indianapolis, IN}
Treasurer
Robert T. Clarke, M.H.A. (Springfield, IL)

Immedlale Pasi President
David K. King, M.D. (Phoenix, AZ)

Irvin D, A

Simeon T. Caniril, M.ID. (Sar Francisco)
Robert T. Clarke, M.H.A. {Springfield, [L)
Albert B, Einstein, Jr., M.D. {Seanle, WA)

Marsha J. Fountain, R.N., M.N. (Springfield, [L)
Catherine Harvey, R.N., M.5. (Oncology Nursing Society}
Jon E Kemer, Pi.D, {(Association of American Cancer
Institutes)

Thomas G, Sawyer, M.D. (Orlanda, FL)

James 8. Ungerleider, M.D. {Dayton, OH)

Diane Van Ostenberg (Grand Rapids, MI)

Roedger J. Winn, M.D. {Houston, TX)

Oncology Issues is published quarterly at the Association
of Community Cancer Centers® Exccutive Office, F1600
Nebel Street, Suite 201, Rockville, Maryland 20852,
Copyright © 1989, Association of Community Cancer
Centers. All rights reserved, No pan of 1his publication may
be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means
without permission in wriling. Edilorial correspendence,
changes of address, manuscripts, and letters to the Editor
should be addressed to: Lee E. Mortenson, Senior Editer,
Oncology Issues, 11600 Nebel Sirect, Suite 201, Rockville,
Maryland 20852.

INFORMATION FOR CONTRIBUTORS

Articles, edilorials, leniers to the Editor, and other con-
tributed materials represent the opinions of the authors and
do not represent the opinions of the Association of
Community Cancer Centers, or the institution with which the
author is affiliated, unless the contrary is specified.
Notes to Contribuiors, comaining detailed information about
article submission guidelines, are available upon request,

Subscription Rates
Individual: 540.00 per year; Institutional and Libraries:
$60.00 per year. ACCC membership dues cover general and
delegate member subscriptions. Copies are available for a
fee, Bulk rates available upon request.

Advertising
Send cormespondence, display advertising, insertion orders,
printing materials to Marilyn Manniste, Managing Editor,
Oncology 1ssues, 11600 Nebel Sireet, Suite 201, Rockville,
Maryland 20852, Questions for general information may be
directed to Marilyn Mannisio at 301-984-9456,

Posiage Privileges
Postmaster: Please send add hanges to Asseciation of
Community Cancer Centers, 11600 Nebel Streer, Suite 201,
Rockville, Maryland 20852,






