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IN THE NEWS

STATES ATTACK DRUG
REIMBURSEMENT

PROBLEMS

Legislation is being proposed in California
and New York that would mandate pay-
ment for “experimental” drugs and the
associated medical costs by third-party
payors, including treatment IND agents,
Group C agents, and/or off-label uses.

The organization, Life AIDS, is
proposing amendments to the Califomia
Health and Safety Code and the Insurance
Code that would prohibit health care ser-
vice plans that provide prescription diug
benefits from excluding coverage for 1)
drugs approved by the FDA under a treat-
ment IND, open protocol, or Group C des-
ignation, 2) drugs prescribed by a
physician that are recommended by the
NIH, the Centers for Disease Control, or
any of the three compendia, and 3) the
medical services associated with the use
of such prescription drugs. The proposed
legislation would also prohibit dollar lim-
its in prescription drug coverage policies
unless such provisions apply generally to
all benefits paid under the policy.

The proposed amendments would
also apply to group or individual disability
insurance policies, and group or individu-
al non-profit hospital service plans.

In New York, a proposed amendment
to the state insurance law would require
health insurance policies to provide cover-
ape for the off-label use of antineoplastic
drugs and their administration. At
Oncology Issues deadline, the bill, spon-
sored by Assemblywoman Rhoda Jacobs
and co-sponsored by 49 other Assembly
representatives, was being reviewed in
committee. A concurrent measure, intro-
duced by Senator Michael Tully, is also
being reviewed in commitiee,

ACCC staff is working closely with
Life AIDS and reviewed the New York
legislation to ensure that the language and
intent of the amendments is clear, concise,
and addresses all current and potential

" reimbursement difficulties,

NRC LIKELY TO RELAX
PROPOSED QA RULES

Responding to an outcry from the medical
community, the Nuclear Regulatery
Commission has preposed amended quali-

ty assurance requirements for therapeutic
radiology departments. The Commission
is also considering changes to its reporting
and recordkeeping requirements related to
the medical uses of radioactive materials.
The revised rules require the estab-
lishment and implementation of a quality
assurance program, but leave the details of
the quality assurance procedures to
licensees. The initial rules required spe-
cific quality assurance procedures that the
medical community contended would
interfere with the practice of medicine.
The new proposed rules require
annual audits and management evaluation
of the audits, and written policies and pro-
cedures designed to ensure the appropriate

and safe use of radioactive materials. The
rules also extend the reporting require-
ments to additional types of misadminis-
tration errors. In addition, information on
the administration of radioactive materials
will have to be kept on file for three vears,
even where no error was noted.

A draft regulatory guide for develop-
ing a quality assurance program that will
meet the Commission’s rules, “Basic
Quality Assurance Program for the
Medical Use of Byproduct Material,”
(Decument No. DG-8001) is available by
written request to the U.S. Nuclear
Regulatory Commission, Division of
Information Support Services,
Washington, DC 20555. H

CORRECTION

The list of ASCO Regional representatives in the Winter 1990 issue of Oncology
Issues was incomplete and some names were incorrect. The following list includes
all representatives available to assist with local reimbursement and coding problems:

Region I (CT, ME, MA, NH, RI, VT)
Ronald Carroll, M.D.

180 Park Ave.,

Portland, ME 04102

(207)773-1754

Region IT (NY, NJ)

Robert Moskowitz, M.D.
Buffalo Medical Group

85 High St., Buffalo, NY 14203
(716)856-1200

Region 111 (DE, DC, PA, MD, WV, VA)
David Prager, M.D.

1730 Chew St.

Allentown, PA 18104

Region IV (AL, NC, SC, FL, GA, KY,
MS., TN)

Michael Troner, M.D., 1150 NW 14th

St., Suite 208, Miami, FL. 33136

(305)325-1532

Region V (IL, IN, MN, WI, OH, MI)
Dale Cowan, M.D.

Marymount Hospital

Oncology Unit

12300 McCracken Rd.

Garfield Heights, OH 44125
(216)662-2059

Region VI (AR, LA, NM, OK, TX)
Rodger Winn, M.D.

M.D. Anderson Cancer Center

1515 Holcombe Ave.

P.O. Box 501, Houston, TX 77030
(713)792-8515

Region VII (IA, KS, MO, NE)
Harold Hynes, M.D.

818 N. Emporia, #403

Wichita, KS 67214
(316)262-4467

Region VIII (CO, MT, ND, SD, UT,
wY)

Paul Anderson, M.D.

Cancer Center of Colorado Springs

320 E. Fontanero St., Suite 100,

Colorado Springs, CO 80907

Region IX (AZ, CA, HI, NV)

Peter Eisenberg, M.D.

599 Sir Francis Drake Blvd., Suite 303,
Greenbrae, CA 94904

(415)461-2933

Region X (AK, ID, OR, WA)
Albert Einstein, Jr., M.D.

The Virginia Mason Cancer Center
1120 9th Ave.

Seattle, WA 98101
(206)223-6945




