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NOTES TO CONTRIBUTORS

Contributors are encouraged to submit a brief
outline of proposed articles or to discuss pro-
posed articles with the Managing Editor of
Oncology Issues prior to submission. Articles
are accepted with the understanding that they
have not been published, submitted, or accept-
ed for publication elsewhere. Authors submit-
ting an article do so on the understanding that
if it is accepted for publication, copyright shall
be assigned to the Association.

Articles

Articles submitted to Oncology Issues for
consideration for publication should be no
longer than 8 to 10 double-spaced manuscript
pages in length, Submissions should include
the original manuscript and two duplicate
copies. Author(s)" identification (title and
affiliation) should be included. If there are
multiple authors, one author should be desig-
nated as correspondent.

Review and corrections

Articles will be reviewed by two or more edi-
torial review board members. Authors will be
informed of acceptance, rejection, or need for
revision within 6 to 8 weeks, but at times
longer delays may be unavoidable. All arti-
cles are subject to copy editing. Author cor-
rections and revisions should be kept to a
minimum and must be received within seven
days of receipt; after this time, no further
changes may be made by the author.

Articles should be submitted to: Marilyn
M. Evans, Managing Editor, Oncology Issues,
11600 Nebel St.,Suite 201, Rockville, MD
20852, 301/984-9496
Illustrations and Tables
Authors are encouraged to submit illustra-
tions, tables, figures, sidebars, etc. that help
clarify the text. Tables, figures, and sidebars
should be typed on separate pages and their
position indicated in the text. Photographs
should be unmounted, glossy prints.

Photographs will not be returned unless the
author indicates “Please return” on the back of
the prints. Photo captions should be listed on
a separate page.

Footnotes and References

Footnotes should appear at the bottom of the
page on which the corresponding text appears
and should be cited in the text with an asterisk,
dagger, etc. References should be limited in
number and submitted on a separate page.

The following form should be used:

Books:

Last name of author, first initial; title;
editor: publisher:city and state; year of publi-
cation.

Journals and Periodicals:

Last name of author, first initial; “title of
article;"” title of journal; number: volume;
date of publication.

Copies and Reprints

Authors will receive two free copies of the
issue in which their article appears. Additional
copies of Oncology Issues and/or the article
are available upon request for a fee.
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"L he signing of Assembly Bill 1985
(AB 1985) by California Governor Pete
Wilson, which will result in greater access
to off-label drugs for patients with life-
threatening illnesses, is an outstanding
example of how partnerships in the oncol-
ogy community can impact patient care.
The organizations involved in this effort
included the California Division of the
American Cancer Society, the LIFE AIDS
Lobby, AIDS Project Los Angeles, the
Association of Northern California
Oncologists, the Medical Oncology
Association of Southern California, the
Oncology Nursing Society, the National
Coalition for Cancer Survivorship, the
Medical Group Management Association,
and the Susan Komen Foundation. Here is
how the partnership led to the bill’s passage.

The legislation was originally devel-
oped based upon discussions between staff
of the LIFE AIDS Lobby and ACCC
Executive Director Lee Mortenson, and it
mirrored the ACCC model off-label legis-
lation. Assemblywoman Jacqueline
Speier was chosen as the sponsor. The
first attempt at passing the legislation was
vetoed by the previous governor. AB
1985 was the reintroduction of that legis-
lation in the 1991-1992 legislature.

Once the bill was reintroduced, par-
ticipants shared updates of their activities,
copies of materials distributed to their
memberships, and ACCC provided input
on the lessons learned from ongoing leg-
islative initiatives in other states. Staff
had conversations with legislators and
aides, educating them on the problem of
off-label denials and the need for action.
The efforts of the AIDS and oncology
communities met with success: the bill
was approved by the Assembly. But the
effort was far from over; it still required
approval by the influential Senate
Insurance, Claims and Corporations
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Committee. If that happened, approval by
the full Senate was viewed as likely.

In preparation for a hearing before
the committee, ACCC Public Policy
Director Jamie Young and other key play-
ers visited each of the committee mem-
bers. The testimony they presented at the
hearing convinced the committee to
approve AB 1985 by a 6 to 1 margin,
despite opposing testimony by the insur-
ance industry. Following approval by the
full Senate, one final step remained:
obtaining Governor Wilson’s signature.

The oncology community faced a
major hurdle in obtaining the Governor’s
approval. At atime when California was
facing a burgeoning budget crisis, the
Department of Finance released an analysis
of AB 1985 that estimated a potential cost
to the state of $10 million in increased
insurance premiums for its employees.
With the help of ACCC's Industry Advisory
Council, a rebuttal analysis, demonstrating
the bill’s cost effectiveness and potential
cost savings, was prepared and sent to the
Governor. All involved parties disseminat-
ed copies of the analysis to the Governor’s
office through their own channels. ACCC’s
legal counsel helped to secure access to
Governor Wilson'’s key advisors.

The oncology community’s strategy to
attack the problem at both a grassroots level
and through a direct campaign in the
Govemor'’s office worked. Governor
Wilson chose to overrule the Department of
Finance’s veto recommendation and signed
the bill into law.

There is strength in numbers, but the
partnerships necessary to attain those
numbers can be difficult to forge. The
passage of AB 1985 (and SB 1533 in my
own state of Illinois) shows that when
patient care is at stake, the oncology com-
munity can become a cohesive, effective
advocacy body. Congratulations and
thanks to all who participated!

Robert T. Clarke, M.H.A.




