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ACCC/ONS Working
Group Makes
Recommendations

The ACCC/ONS Joint Working Group mel
on November 2J. 1992. at the ACCC
Executive Offices in Rock ville. Maryland .
The purpose of the meetin g was to deter
mine appropriate joint planning. liaison and
reponing mechanisms between the two
organizations: review respect ive strulegk'
plans and determine areas of mutual inter
es t: determine programs and projects where
the two orga nizatio ns may work toget her.

Participating in the meeting were :
Lloyd K. Everson . MD , ACCC Immediate
Past President; Luana Lamkin. RN. MPH.
Me mbe r ACCC Standards Co mmittee and
Ma rgaret A. Riley. MN. RN, ACCC
Board Mem ber and Chairman. Nurs ing
51G. Robert T. Clarke. MH A. ACCC
President part icipated in an ex-o fficio role
as did ACCC exe cuti ve staff members Lee
Mortenson and Carol Johnson. Th e ON S
members o f the group inclu ded : Carol
Curtiss. RN. MSN. OCN. ONS Pres ident :
Juanita Garri so n. RN. OCN. ONS Board
Member: Barbara Summers. RNCS.
MSN . OCN. ON S Admi nistration
Committee and O NS Executive Director.
Pearl Moore . RN. MN.

The gro up made the follo wing rec
ommendations to the Board of Trustees
which were approved in January for
imp lementatio n:
1. Maintain a formalliaison relationship

betwee n the two organiz ations with
contact points bei ng the ACCC
Chainnan of the Nursing SIG and the
O NS Chai rman of the Adm inistration
Commit tee and the Executive Directors
for each organization. These individu
als will work together to ident ify pro
jects for potential colla boration
throughout the year. such as nurs ing
specific topics at ACCC's regional
meetings.

2. A joint work ing group with a minimum
of three representatives from each
organization be appo inted annua lly.
Strateg ic plans from bot h organizations
will be sent to wor king gro up mem bers
when finalized for the year (ACCC
after annual meeting in March and
O NS after Congress in June) . The
group will meet in the fa ll of each year
(locatio n will al ternate betwee n

Roc kville. MD and Pittsburgh. PAl to
review bot h strateg ic plans, determine
area s o f mutual interest and identify
progra ms and projects where the two
organization s may work together.

3. Go vernmental Relatio ns and Public
Policy Comm ittee Chairmen and staff
members for bo th organization s meet
annua lly (in February) to d iscus s pro
jects of mutual interest and the po ten
tia l for co llaboration and coo rdination
of e fforts.

4. Information on ACCC Nursing SIG
and other relevant ac tivities within
ACCC will be published in the ONS
News and a news ite m on ONS
Admi nistration Committee acti vities
will be published in O"colo~y issues.
From time to time. each o rganization
may approach the other abou t publica
tion of article s and/or news stories that
they fee l may be appropriate to the
respective readership.

5. O NS President will be invited 10 panic
ipatc in ACCC President s' Retreat.

• •••••••• •••••••••••••
Massachusetts Enacts
Off-Label Bill
Mas sachusett s became the most rece nt
state to enac t off-labe l dru g legislat ion
modeled after ACCC's unifonn hill.
Go vernor William F. Weld signed Senate
Bill 1722 into law on January 14. 1993.
T he leg islation becomes effective o n April
14. 1993. Massachusett s is the third state
within the past six months to pass such
legislation into law.

The bill' s spo nsor. State Senator
Nancy Achin Sulliv an, raced the clock in
getting the bill passed by the legislature.
Se nate Bill 1722 was the last official ac t
of the Ge neral Coun prior to dissolv ing at
midnight on Jan uary 5th.

The new law. Chapter 404 of the
Commonwea lth of Massachusetts. states
that no private insurer may exclude cover
age of a drug used for the treatment of
cancer on the grou nds that the treatment is
not indica ted on the FDA label if the indi 
cat ion is recog nized in one of the three
authorita tive drug co mpendia. in the medi 
cal literatu re. or by the Commi ssioner of
Insurance . It also directs the
Co mmi ssio ner to es tablish a panel o f six

,

medical experts to review off-labe l uses
for the trea tment of cancer that are not
included in any of the co mpendia or in the
medical literature. In such instances. the
pane l is to adv ise the Co mmissioner
whethe r the off-label use is med ically
appropriate. The six-member panel is
composed of three med ical oncologi sts
se lected by the Massachusetts Soc iety of
Cli nical Oncologists. one physici an se lect
ed by the Massachusetts Med ical
Association. one physician se lected by a
hos pita l and medical service corporation
(Bl ue Cross/Blue Shield). and one physi
cian se lected by the Massac husett s
Association of Health Maintenance
Organizations.

Once aga in. passage of the bi ll was
made possible through ACCCs co llabora
tion with a numbe r of people and organi
lations, Government affairs
rcprescnrauves o f Burro ughs Wellcom e.
Lederle Laborator ies. Schering
Laboratories. and Bristol -Myers Squibb
revived the legislation late last yea r when
it appe ared unlike ly to pass. ACCC owes
a great dea l of thanks not only to Senator
Sulliva n. but ACC C mem bers who con 
tacted their legislators, Dr. Walt Kagan
and the membership of the Massachusetts
Soc iety of Clinica l Oncologists. the
Mas sachusetts Divi sion of the American
Cance r Society. and the Massachusetts
Med ical Soc iety. The ACC C Co lumbus
office worked clo sely with all of these
entities to provide key info rmation and
advice thro ugho ut (he process.

• •••••• •••••••••••••••
Five states introduce
off- label bills
Indiana, Georgia. Minnesota . Nebraska.
and Rhode Island have introduced off
label legislation . Interest also has been
expressed by the onco logy community in
Florida. Ok lahoma. Oh io . New Jersey.
Nonh Carolina. Maryland. and Utah.

As a lway s. the ACCC Co lumb us
office is available to assi st our mem bers
in prov id ing informat ion and ex pert
testimony. 'II


