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OIG Report on Cost of
Chemotherapy Drugs
The lnvpcc tor Ge neral of the Depart ment
o f Hea lth and Human Services i......ued a
report. "OIG Report on Physician CO'oI,
A......ociutcd with Chemotherapy Drugs".
T he report is based on a survey of New
Yor k o ncology prncuccs to determine the
price- paid hy physician., for chemothera
py drugs. The limited ..urvey concludes
thai drugs are availa ble to phy..ician... for
lc..... and in some <:a"l:" ..uh..tantiatly Ic!oo".
than the Red Blk)k average wholesale
prices. The report indudes several rcc om 
mendaliuns. irn.: luJing. paying for drug..
baced o n SUT\'CYS o f ac tual acqu is ition I...... t

and paying for unly the amount of drug
actually used . The rcslXmsc o f the- Health
Care Financ ing Ad ministration (HCfAl .
which is included in the report. general ly
views the report's findings as inconclusive
becau se of the srnull samp le involved .
The 10 . howe ver. i ~ plann ing a more
ext ensive revi ew of dru g acq uisition co\ls,

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
Cancer Survivor
Leadership Council
Develops Health Care
Refor m Statemen t
The National Coalit ion of Cance r
Survivo rship has put together a
Leadership Counci l which Is finalizin g i L

health ca re reform stateme nt for cancer
survivors. Represented on the Cou ncil:
Susan G . Komc n Fo unda tion ,
Candlcl ighlcrs Child hood Ca ncer
Foundation. Y· Me. US Till). Canccrcarc
and lhe National Alliance of Breast
Cancer Organi latitln\. The suu errcnr.
which i ~ expected 10 be rclcased thi-,

mont h, propo~\ a series o f recom mcnda
no ns as cs-enua l component- o f a reform
packa ge and wac discu vscd at ACCC \
Oncology Prcxidcm x' Retreat in late
January (~CC related ~tory on page Ih ).

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
FDA Guidelines o n
Ed ucational Activities
"The Food and Drug Administration ha\
icsued a '-Draft Policy Snnerrent on
Indu\ try-SUppoftl'd S<:ieOlifil' and

Educational Activities" (Federal Rt'X;Mt'r.
November 1992). The guidelines outline
the requirements that ~hou ld be mCI if an
ed ucational activity receive s support from a
company. The FDA regu lates promotional
activities thai apply to therape utic and diug
uostic pr oducts: human and anima l drugs.
biological products and medical devices.

ACCC provided comments expressing
concern thut the guidelines will unneccssar
ily re\ t...uin the free cpccch of sc:ienli\ h
involved in dialog ue abou t research qucs
tionv, The A~\ociat ion believes that pro
Ie.sional organil.ations are capable o f
~If-munituring citing pee r review commit
tee... for prescnunion-, or research commit
tce -, that report their tindings.

In re~plln~ 10 ACCC'!> comments.
Peter Rhein stcin. MD. Director. Medic ine
Stuff Office of Health Affai r~ , FDA , stal
ed tbut the regulat ions are intended to gov
ern sole spo mor. sole purpose meetings.
rather than the multi-purpose. rnutu-spo n
cor rneeting-, which conce rned the oncolo
gy commu nity.

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
NTRA Annual Meeting

TIle Nat io nal Tumor Regist"',ll"!>
A\\oc iat illn i~ ho lding il\ an nual meeting
in Kansas Ci ty. Missou ri. May 4-7. 19tJ_l
The theme of the meetin g is. "Education is
the Heart o f Qu ali ty" and se..<ions arc
planned on emerging technolo gies along
with an Experts Co rne r to allow one -on
one COOlac t. Pre-con ference '>Cssion~

include: " ACoS/NTRA Quali l)'
Improve ment workshop" and " Life Table-,
anJ Survival Suui..ne e". For information
con tact Karen Phillip... CfR. Prog ram
Conm nuee Chairperson at 314t92M·585-l.

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
AOHA Assem bly

The Admin istrator .. in Oncology/
Hemato logy plan an Assembl y in
Nashvilk. TN. May hoM. 194·,)] . Nu merous
<;c~s ion~ add reS' ing the issue o f meet ing
the demand to maintain qua lity care for
the onco logylhc mato logy pariem an:
planned . For Information contact: W,
Robert Cooper. Admini strator.
Onl'o logy/Hematology A\ soc iates of

7

Centralltlinois, 900 Main 51.. Ste 7MO.
Peoria.IL 61602. Phone: J09lb72 -5b81.

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
Bone Marrow
Transplants: A Book of
Basics for Patients
A ne w book. puhlished by the BMT
New slet ter. is available for patients. The
book is written by and for bone marrow
tran..plant patient s. with the help of medi
cal ~pecialis ts from more than 15 different
transplant prog rams throughout the
United Stales.

Written in lay language. the book is
designed 10 augment the informat ion pro
vidcd to patients by their physicians and
BMT centers. and to help them "translate"
the medi cal terminolo gy they typically
hear during the BMT experience . A
Resource Directory listing organlzanons
that provide informatio n. financial aid and
psyc hological suppo rt for BMT patients
and their families is included . as .....ell a,\
personal stone.. about bone marrow trans
plant patients and survivors.

For informatio n contac t: BMT
New..tetter. 1985 Spruce Avenue .
Highland Park. IL 60035 . Phone:
708/831-19U. FAX: 70H/HJ I. I94J.t.


