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]f) enn ance CI1mmj,I/I ;( ·OT;on.f between

ACCC leadership and membership, this
co lumn presents ~x('f'rpufrom ACCC
hoard meetings us ,h~y occur.

• CancerlJlealth IJolicy Boards. The:
Board received req uests from various
organizat ions for qualified individuals to
beconsidered to serve on adv isory
boards. The following individuals have
been submitted for consideration:
Agency for Health Care Pol icy and
Research. National Advisory Council
Robert T. Clarke. MHA; Nationa l Cancer
Institute. Office of Cancer Comm
unications. Cancer Surv ivors Advisory
Group-Nancy A. Nowak. MA:
Oncology Nursing Socie tyl Oncology
Nursing Certificat ion Corporation.
Chemotherapy Consensus Co nference
Connie Hen ke Yarbro. RN. BSN.
• Gover nmental Affairs Committee.
James L Wade. III. MD. announced the
Comrnince's plans to deve lop and dis
tribute a survey to gather data on the reim
bursement patterns for patients on cl inical
trials. 1be initial survey will be distributed
to member Co mmunity Clinical Oncology
Program Principal Investigators and Data
Managers. Tbc com mittee plans to use the
data to document reports from members of
increasing incidence of denials by insur
ance companies for the: pat ient care cos ts
of patients on a clinical study.
• ACCClONS. The Board approv ed
recommendations presented by the
ACCC/ONS Joint Working Group. See
related story in "Assoc iation News: ' p. 5.
• St rategic Planning. The Strategic
Planning Co mmit tee. under the direction
of Chairman. Alben B. Einste in. Jr.. MD.
presented a revised mission . goat s and
objectives document to the Board fOf
rev iew. The Board made one addition
and approved the docu ment for distrib u
tion to the membersh ip for comments.
• Standa rd s. Co nnie Henke Yarbro.
RN. BSN. Chairman of the Committee.
reponed o n progress of the standards
review. The Committee has conducted a
thorou gh review and will present their
draft document to the: Board and an add i
tional interd isciplinary. sampling of the
membership for comments . The
Committee expects to present a final .
updated document to the Board for
approval in March. I!J

Y may have beard the old saying
that there are two things you don 't want 10

watch being made : sausage and law...
ACCC has developed model legtslauon
that can be introduced in any state. howev
er. the end product rarely mirrors the pure
idea from which it was inspired. The leg
islative process is one that requires flexibil
ity. pragmat ism. negotiation and. yes. even
a strong stomach sometimes. Such was the
case in Massachuscns. which recently
joined the states of Cal iforn ia and Illinois
in the passage of off -label drug legi slation.
(See the news story on page 5.1

Prior to the introduction of the bill .
the decision was made to narrow its focu s
from all drugs used in an off-label manner
to those used off-label in tbe treatment of
cancer. Thi s is often the ca ll o f the leg
islative sponsor who may decide that the
best chance of passage is predicated on a
streamlined bill . The majority of o ff-labe l
uses occ ur in oncology. but off- labe l
denial also affect AIDS patie nts and. to a
lesser degree. cardiac patients.

Senator Nancy Achi n Sullivan. the
Massachusetts sponsor. is a two-time can
cer survivor. Those of us who were privi 
leged enough to work with her can
understand this feat . It was her tenacity
that led to the passage: of the off-labe l bill.
Senator Sullivan is no longer a member of
the State Senate. having decided nol to run
for re-election because of her health.
However. I am glad to report that o n the
one year anniversary of the discovery of
her breast cancer. she received a clean bill
of health . What she: went through the: past
year. both with her persona l battle against
cancer and her professiona l bailie for the
off-label bill . cannot be adequately
described in this column. but it would
make a heck of a movie.

At the same time our efforts were
coming to fruition in Ma...sachuseus.

,

States acting on
off-label legislation

By Jamie Young

ACCC and ochers were working on the
introduction of otf-label tegistation in a
numbe r of other states for 199.l

House Bill 1270 wa.. introduced in
Indiana by State Represent ative Charlie
Brown and wa.. approved by the House of
Reprcscnrauve.. 98-0. Testimony provided
by Indiana Medical Oncology Society
President Dr. Robert Woodburn was essen
tial in the House In..urance Comrmuce. It
is now aw aiting co nsideration by the
Senate Insurance and Financia l Institutions
Comm ittee. Negoeauons have led to the
insurance industry removing their oppos i
tio n to the bill which should clear the way
to its eventually becomi ng law in Indiana.

Hou'oC Bill 74 1 was introduced in
Georg ia by State Representative Butch
Parrish. Th rough the efforts of ACCC. the
Georgia Division of the America n Ca ncer
Society and the Georgia Society of Clinical
Oncology. the bill has already passed the
House by a vote of 165- 1. The Georgia
Gene ral Assembly will be completing its
1993 session by the end of March and pas
sage of this bill will be an ACCC priority.

House File 90 was reintroduced on
behalf of ACCC and the Minne...oca Society
of Cli nical Oncology by State
Representative Alice Hausman. A com
panion bill ha.. been introduced in the
Senate by State Sena tor Pat Piper.
Hearings have been scheduled for thil'o bi ll
and numerous supporters are on board.

In Nebraska, Legislative Bill 4 15 was
introduced by Sta te Senator DiAnna
Schimek in late January. It was rece ntly
heard by the Banking. Com merce and
Insurance cornrnince where ACCC testi
fied in favor of the bill while the insurance
industry spoke in oppos ition. lts outlook is
unclear but the sponsor is hopeful that a
compromise can be reached.

Finally. State Representative Nancy
Benoit of Rhode Island introduced House
Bill 6M2 on February 24lh deali ng with
off-labe l drug reim bursement. .•


