Taylor & Francis
Taylor & Francis Group

Oncology Issues

ISSN: 1046-3356 (Print) 2573-1777 (Online) Journal homepage: https://www.tandfonline.com/loi/uacc20

Clinical Research

Lee E. Mortenson

To cite this article: Lee E. Mortenson (1993) Clinical Research, Oncology Issues, 8:4, 3-3, DOI:
10.1080/10463356.1993.11904432

To link to this article: https://doi.org/10.1080/10463356.1993.11904432

ﬁ Published online: 18 Oct 2017.

\g
EJ/ Submit your article to this journal &

||I| Article views: 1

A
h View related articles &'

Full Terms & Conditions of access and use can be found at
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/journalinformation?journalCode=uacc20


https://www.tandfonline.com/action/journalInformation?journalCode=uacc20
https://www.tandfonline.com/loi/uacc20
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/showCitFormats?doi=10.1080/10463356.1993.11904432
https://doi.org/10.1080/10463356.1993.11904432
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/authorSubmission?journalCode=uacc20&show=instructions
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/authorSubmission?journalCode=uacc20&show=instructions
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/mlt/10.1080/10463356.1993.11904432
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/mlt/10.1080/10463356.1993.11904432

Oncology Issues

‘The Journal of the Association of Community
Cancer Centers

Senior Editor
Lee E. Mortenson, D.P.A.
ACCC Executive Director

Managing Editor
Donald Jewler

Advertising Representative
William J. Asmann

Designers
Tom Suzuki
Constance D. Dillman

Design Assistant
Jennifer Long

EDITORIAL BOARD
Chairman, Lloyd K. Everson, M.D.

Jennifer L. Guy, B.S.,, R.N.
Carl G. Kardinal, M.D.

Mary C. Kitchens, B.S.N., M.H.A.
Gordon R, Klatt, M.D.
Michael E. Mohnsen, M.H.A.
Margaret A. Riley, M.N,, R.N.,, O.C.N.
Diane Van Ostenberg, B.S., R.N.
James L. Wade III, M.D.

R. Lawrence White, M.D.
Robert T. Woodburn, M.D.
Connie Henke Yarbro, R.N., B.S.N.

ACCC OFFICERS AND TRUSTEES
President
Albert B, Einstein, Jr., M.D. (Tampa, Fla.)
President-Elect
Carl G. Kardinal, M.D. (New Orleans, La.)

Secretary
Diane Van Ostenberg, B.S.,, R.N.
(Grand Rapids, Mich.)
Treasurer
John Feldmann, M.D., (Mobile, Ala.)
Immediate Past President
Robert T. Clarke, M.H.A., (Springfield, IIl.)

Trustees
Ronald D. Deisher, M.A. (Kansas City, Mo.)
John Feldmann, M.D. (Mobile, Ala.)
Gordon R. Klatt, M.D. (Tacoma, Wash.)
Albert LoBuglio, M.D. (Birmingham, Ala.)
David H. Regan, M.D. (Portland, Oreg.}
Margaret Riley, M.N., R.N., O.C.N.
(Atlanta, Ga.)

J. Michael Ryan, M.D. (Willmar, Minn.)
James L. Wade III, M.D. (Decatur, Iil.)
Connie Henke Yarbro, R.N., B.S.N.
(Springfield, IlL)

BPA

Oncology Issues is published quarterly at the Association
of Community Cancer Centers, Executive Office, 11600
Nebel St., Suite 201, Rockville, MD 20852. Copyright
©1993. Association of Community Cancer Centers. All
rights reserved. No part of this publication may be
reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means
without permission in writing. Editorial correspon-
dence, changes of address, manuscripts, and letters to the
editor shouﬁl be addressed to: Lee E. Mortenson, Senior
Editor, Oncology [ssues, 11600 Nebel St., Suite 201,
Rockville, MD 50852.

Articles, editorials, letters to the editor, and other con-
tributed materials represent the opinions of the authors
and do not represent the opinions of the Association of
Community Cancer Centers or the institution with
which the author is affiliated unless the contrary is
specified.

Member of Business
Publications Audit, Inc.

Subscription Rates
Basic rate: $20 per year f:)r health care providers; $40
per year for others.” ACCC membership dues pay for
gener_al, delegate, and chaprer member subscriptions.
ack issues available for $5 per copy, prepaid. Bulk rates
available upon request.

Advertising
Send correspondence, display advertising, insertion
orders, printing materials to Manaﬁin Editor, Oncology
Issues, 11600 Nebel St., Suite 201, ocﬁwillc. MD 20852.
uestions for general information may be directed to
301/984-9496.

Postage Privileges
Postmaster: Please send address changes to Association
of Community Cancer Centers, 11600 Nebel St., Suite
201, Rockville, MD 20852.

Oncology Issues Fall 1993

oW you see it...zap,
zoom, ugh...Now you
don’t. After a cursory
look at the President’s
240-page health care
reform plan, you tend to breathe a
sifgh of relief! It says that the costs
of care for patients on clinical trials
are covered. It says there is even
going to be a $6 billion trust fund
established for clinical research!

But, I've been living in Washing-
ton, D.C,, for too long not to be
suspicious. So, I sat down to grind
through every page and paragraph.
Guess what? Clinical trials in com-
munity cancer programs are dead
meat under this proposal, and all
the AmFAR AIDS research sites are
history, too. Even university-based
clinical trials may have a little diffi-
culty, since the dean is now going
to control the funding.

“What?” you ask, “But it says
right here that routine costs of pa-
tients on clinical trials are covered!”

Yes, it does say that. But, if you
read all the cross references, you
find out that the routine costs are
limited to 7o more than convention-
al management of the disease with-
out a clinical trial. Right. So, let me
make this clear: It costs you $20,000
to treat a patient using conventional
management, and the trial also re-
3uires $10,000 in extra testing, plus

ata collection and drugs.

Well, we know the data collec-
tion and drugs are taken care of by
the sponsor. But, the extra $10,000
in tests? Are they covered by this
comprehensive package? Nope!

Okay, so what happens now?
Well, the $6 billion kicks in. Whew!
That was close! Right. Yeah, but if
you read the cross references, it
turns out that the Clinton plan zaps
the academic health centers, and the
$6 billion all goes to the deans for
their use to make up some of the
money they are taking away from
other stuff.
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Careful now. Don’t nod off. This
is important. The Clinton plan asks:
Why supplement the academic cen-
ters anymore? All those indigent
patients are now going to be paying
customers. So, zap, there goes tKeir
medical education supplement. In-
stead, the academic medical centers
are going to get some share of this
$6 billion pie to make up for the
costs of clinical trials not covered
by the basic benefits.

So, zoom, we’re back in the
1960s...with clinical research done
only at university medical centers.
Good-bye, community-based can-
cer and AIDS research programs.
Hello again, two-hour drive to get
on a clinical trial!

Ugh! So what happened here?
Well, if you don’t know much about
research at NIH these days...if you
are an old public health staffer...you
probably missed the eighties and
nineties in clinical research. You
probably still think all research goes
on in medical schools and don’t
know that north of 60 percent of all
patients on NCI trials are entered
by community investigators.

And all those cancer prevention
trials...guess who is doing those?
Opps. You don’t know that cancer
prevention trials on breast and
prostate are being done at the com-
munity level where community
institutions have access to these
asymptomatic individuals and pa-
tients? My guess is that the mem-
bers of the Health Care Task Force
who wrote this section just didn’t
know better.

So, we need to discuss with Con-
gress and the White House the way
the money flows.

Here’s my suggestion: Use the
$6 billion to supplement any unpaid
treatments of patients on clinical tri-
als...make it a voucher system or
something...but how about we start
a new tradition and have the fund-
ing be where the work is! W




