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A NEW STANDARD
ACCC's Standards fo r Cancer
Programs, revised in Septe mbe r to
add a standard for su rvivorship, are
helpful guidelines to new cancer
programs in the developm ent phase
and to existing cancer programs that
want to acquire and maintain a com
prehensive multidisciplinary cancer
program that meets the needs of
patients with cancer and their fami
lies. The standards were developed
to reflect the optimal components
for a cancer program.

For a free copy of this important
publication, write: ACCC
StantLt.rds. ACCC, 11 600 NebelSt.
Suite 201, Rockville, MD 20852.

COLLABORAnVE
RESEARCH GROUP
The Collaborative Research Group
held its semi-annual membership
meet ing in September. Group mem
bership now totals 50 instit utions
and accrual to studies co ntinues to
grow, with a to tal of 119 patients on
three active trials since the first site
initiation in May 1992. Edith P.
Mitchell, M.D ., D irector of C linical
Research for U .S. Bioscience, pre
sented information to the group on
seven protocols, which are being
evaluated by the Stee ring Com
mince for group participation.

PRESIDENT'S CANCER PANEL
H ealth care reform may unduly re
strict access to chemotherapy drugs,
clinical trials, and the patient's pro
vider of choice, cau tioned ACCC
President Albert B. Einstein, Jr.,
M.D. H e was speaking before the
Special Commission on Breast
Cancer of th e President 's Cancer
Panel at a meeting held July 21 in
Reston, Va.

Einstein revie wed ACCC efforts
to promote legislation allowing
breast cancer patients access to the
latest effective drug therapies and
prohi bitin g insurance providers
from denyin g payment for dru gs
based on the lack of indication of
the use on the FDA- approved label.
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The legislation, which has been
passed in 10 states and is in process
in several others, requi res as criteria
for reimbursement the use of three
major drug reference books that
docu ment effective off- label uses of
approved drugs, in addition to peer
reviewed medical literature. "T hese
state initiatives need ou r support ....
Our patients wi th breast cancer
need access to the latest effective
dru g th erapy," said E instein.

H e voiced co ncerns that many
insurance programs specifically
exclud e in their contracts coverage
for experimental therapy. "We
belie ve coverage fo r pat ient care on
experi menta l protocols is justifiable
becau se th ese therapies are adminis
tered as tr eatment for the disease

CAUSE FOR APPLAUSE
Proponent s of the Indiana
off-la bel legisla t ion gat her to
celebrate t he new I3w. Pictured
(left to right} arc Sta te Represen 
tative C h arl ie Brown, th e hill's
primary sponso r: C athy
Peach ey, r{'presen ting the Breast
Cancer Coalit ion; Robert T.
Woodburn, M.D.• Presiden t o f

with potential benefit fo r th e pa
tients," he said. "T he benefits of
new therapies need to be easily ac
cessed by pat ients, not hind ered by
thei r insurance."

The Special Commission was cre
ated foll owing a request by the Vice
President and is charged with ad
dressing a wide range of issues
affecting progress against breast
cancer. T his meetin g was a forum
for nationally recognized can cer
expens to provide recommendati ons
fo r natio nal and state level action.

ACCC'S 20TH
ANNUAL NAnONAL MEETI NG

March 23-2 6, 1994
Washington, D .C.

Don't miss it!

the In dian a Medical O ncology
Socictyr j amie Young. ACCC
Director of Public Policy; Sh elley
Ko glin. Vice-Presiden t. Indiana
Div ision of the American Cancer
Societ y; State Sen at or Tom
Wyss. Senate spo nso r, an d J ohn
Ryan. ACCC 's legislati ve cou n
sel from the law fir m of lee,
Miller, Donad io and Rya n.
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