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LEGAL ROUNDS

Fraud: Claims Against a Provider
by John S. Hoff

A
P3ticm is no t simply a
potent ial plaintiff. H e or
she could also be a pri
vate atto rn ey general.
The Federal False C laims

Act was amended in 1986 to encour
age private citizens to bring claims
agains t individuals who defraud the
United States government. A person
who bringssuch a qui tam action
sues on behalf of the government as
well as on behalf of him or herself.
H e or she is entitled to a share of
any recovery (the amount varies
dependi ng on whet her the govern
ment takes up the cudgels or leaves
the qui tam plaintiff to prosecute
the case him or herself.) The proce
dure is available only ifth e citizen's
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allegatio n has not previously been
disclosed publicir (unless the plain
tiff is the origina source of th e dis
closure). A fraud case, co nseq ue ntly,
ca n be brough t by a p erson who is
aware o f any false claim filed by a
p rovid er o r ins u re r against the
federal government o r o f any false
statement made by them to the
go vernment.

A recen t case demonstrates the
p ower of t his remed y. 1James
Cooper was older than 65 but still
wo rki ng for the U .S. government.
H e was in su red b y Blu e C ross/Blu e
Sh ield of So uth ern F lorida u nd er
the F ed eral E m plo yees H ealt h
Benef its Pro gram. H e was also
Medicar e-eligible. In these circum
stances, Blue C ross is req u ir ed by
the Medicare law to be the p rimary
p ay o r; M ed ica re is secondary.

Blu e C ross, nevertheless . refused

to p ay Cooper's b ills and passed
th em o n to M ed icare. Coop er saw
the b ills an d notified Blu e C ross o f
it s obligati o n to pay, but the claims
were sh ifted b ack and forth betwee n
Blu e C ross and Med icare . W h en
Blu e C ross refused to p ay the bills
as primary p ayor. Cooper brough t a
qui tam act ion agains t Blu e C ross
alleging that it committed fraud
agai ns t t he government by su b mit
ti ng h is claims to Medica re w hen
Blue C ross knew it was required to
be the p ri mary p ayor. The Cou rt o f
A ppea ls upheld the lawsu it .

The case is a dramatic exam p le o f
th e ab ility o f a patient to brin g fraud
action agains t a provider if that
p ati ent b elieves that the p rovid er has
made a false st atement to the govern 
ment o r filed a false cl aim w ith it. 11
'Coopft' ... Blu~ CI'06S and Blue Shieldof FloOd..
1",- 19 FJrd S62(II Cir. 19'H).

PROFESSIONAL OPPORTUNITIES
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Administrative Director, Oncology Services

The Southern California H eahhcaee Network, a three-hospi
tal network affiliated with Loma Linda University Medical
C emer, seeks an Administrative Director for Oncology
Services for its two Los Angeles-area hospitals, with a com
bined total of 840 beds. Responsibilities include developing!
implementing strategic and business plans, identifying poten
tial for merging services, supervision of Caneer Data System,
andpotentially, operational responsibility for oUlpatiem
oncology services. Manu 's degreein Healthcare Adminisln
lion, at least five years of managerial experi ence in a large
oncology program, excellent interpersonal skills. and
understanding of managed care environmentS required.
Send resume and WMY history to: Moira G. Feingold,
Senior Associate, Ronning Management G rou p.. Inc.,
451 W . Lambert Rd., Suite 213, Brea, CA 92621.

SUPERVISOR. TUMOR REGISTRY

Seeking a Supervisor for our Tu mor Registry/Oncology
Program. Responsibilities include supervision of staff,
management of data collection, and coordination of activi
t ies related to the cancer program approval. Candidates
must beerR or erR eligible, RRA or ART. and have a
minimum of S yean related experience. Send resu me to:

BERGAN MERCY MEDICAL CENTER
7500 Mercy Road
O maha, NE 68 124

Adm inistrative Director, Immanuel Cancer Center

Immanuel Medical Center is seekingan Administrative Director for
i15 rapidly u pandingcancer program. Working with physicians and
support personnel, the Administrative Director will provide overall
adminisrrarive, marketing, and business development leadership for
the Immanuel Cancer Center. The ideal candida te will possess an
MHA or MBA d~gree and 3-5 yearsof progressively responsible
management expe rience [p racti ce managementandlor oncology
background preferred). Essential management capabilities include
Slrongbusinessskills, communication abilities,and we abilily 10

work in a eomplex, matrix management environment.

Immanuel Hcalthcare Systems' beautiful l60-acre campus includes a
state-of-the-an J72-bed fullservice hospiul , a regional rehabilitation
center, mental hcallhladdictions recoverycenler, long-term care
facility, assisted living facililies,medical office complex, and an
employee wellness center and on-campus child carecenter.

Immanuel Cancer Center offers a comprehensive am y of inpatient
and outpatient services, ineluding hematologyfoncology practice,
outpatient chemotherapy service, radiation therapy, tumor registry,
cancer suppon learn, screening and education programs, marketing,
and research. A satellite radiation therapy program willopen later
this year.

ln teresred candidatcs, please submil a resumeand salaryhistory to:
Joe Creel, D irector of Human Resources

Immanuel Medical Center
6901 Nonh 720d St.
Omaha,NE 6SI22

An equa.l opporrunity employer. Drug screen test required.
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