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ACCCAcnON

PATIENT ADVOCACY AND ACCC INITIATIVES

O
n September 10, 1998,
ACCC welcomed a
number of representa
tives from the leading
patient advocacy orga

nizations at its semi-annual Patient
AdvocacyMeetingin Arlington,
Va., sponsored by Ortho Biotech.
Representatives hailed from the
Association of Oncology Social
Work, Cancer Care, Inc., the
National Alliance of Breast Cancer
Organizations, the National Cancer
Institute, the Oncology Nursing
Society, the National Coalition
for Cancer Survivorship, and the
Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer
Foundation to hear the latest on
Stark II, APes, and other regulato
ry issues affecting oncology.

ACCC Executive Director
Lee Mortenson, D.P.A., also
briefed attendees on the status of
an ACCC initiative to develop a
comprehensive, standard oncology
benefits package for the business
community, The project was
prompted by ACCC's participa
tion in a 1997 national American
Cancer Society meeting, which
produced a set of ten core ACS
recommendations on appropriate
oncology benefits. Since then,
ACCC has partnered with the
Michigan Society of Hematology
Oncology (MSHO) to develop a
specific benefits package for use by
Michigan Blue Cross/Blue Shield
with General Motors. In subse
quent discussions, the Michigan
Blues asked if the idea could be
broadened and made available to
their full portfolio of clients.

Working under the aegis of
the ACCC Oncology Business
Institute, ACCC and MSHO
sought input from both providers
and the national oncology organi
zations. MSHO convened a task
force comprised of representatives
from the university and private

practice settings, with ACCC
working in concert with the
national oncology leadership.
Together these groups built a
framework for a benefits package,
based on the ACS recommenda
tions. The framework is organized
into four groups of policies:
• Benefit policies. Using national
and state society standards, these
policies are part of the benefits for
asymptomatic policy holders and
cancer patients.
• Patient policies. These policies
focus on patient needs for informa
tion and convenience.
• Operational policies. These are
policies affecting the provider
community; in some cases, they
directly impact the quality of care.
• Data policies. These policies
require data collection to help
assist patients and providers to
distinguish the oncology standard
benefits package from other
benefits approaches.

ACCC'. SILVER ANNIVERSARY

Join us at ACCC 's 25'h
An nual National Meetin g,
March 24-27,1999, at the

Crystal Ga teway Marriott, over
loo king Washington, D.C. A
noted health care futur ist looks
both to the prom ise and threats
the next century holds. Experts in
the o ncology field explore cancer
genetics and its future application
in co mmunity sett ings, new
approaches in radiation o ncology,
evaluating the cost -effectiveness
of a cancer pro gram, and market
ing and redesign ing a cancer ccn
tcr. Plus, you'll find special events
celebrat ing ACCC 's first quarter
century, discussion groups, leg-

ACCC and the MSHO task
force have held collaborative meet
ings with Blue Cross/Blue Shield
of Michigan, with the aim of devel
oping a complete oncology benefits
package this fall.

A SPECIAL NOTE OF THANKS
The Association of Community
Cancer Centers extends a special
note of thanks to the following cor
porations for their generous spon
sorships at ACCC's 15th Annual
Oncology Economics Conference.
• Bristol-Myers Squibb Oncology
• Eli Lilly and Company
• Genentech BioOncology
• Genetics Institute
• Hoechsr Marion Roussel, Inc.
• Immunex
• Novartis Pharmaceuticals

Corporation
e Ortho Biotech Inc.
• Picker International
• Varian Oncology Systems

continued on page 47

islativc upd,nes, new cod ing
information , and presentation of
AC CC 's National Achievement
Award to Ellen Stovall, executiv e
director of the Nationa l Coalition
for Ca ncer Survivorship.
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ACCCAcnON

J ~mrs D. Cox,
M.D.•F.A.C.R.•
W ;lS honored in
;II ~ pccia l award
( ('remony
September 18. 1998,
at the: Au oci.uion
of Comm unit),
CanCC'TCenters'
15th N:.t ion 21
O ncology
Economics
Conference. lie
received accc',
Ann uollC lin ica l
Releu ch Award

for hi,lrad c:uhip in promot ing muhidilciplin;lr)' clinical fts U Tch t ri.als as
well a. for his own research into curative raJi,uion th erapy and its relation 
sh ip to non-small ceUlung cancer. Or. Co. is professor and head of t he
Division of Ra&uion O ncolog y at th e University of TtXU ~1.D. Anden on
C ancer Cem ee in Hou ston , D r. Co x (at center) is shown wit h ~brKJ.rt't A.
Riley, M.N.. R.N.. C,N.A.A., Aeee rr(,lid('n t ~I«I . and 0 <11(' E. Fuller.
:\1.1>.. F.A.C.R.. former Ae e e boa rd member.

" :\1y expe riences with th e Radiat ion Th erapy O ncology Grou p (RTOG)
have confirmed not only the value of di niul research, but also t he degree
to 'IIl.hich ph ysici;ansate conl ist('nl1y commit ted to l('('king impro~('m('ntJ

for thdrr.20tientJ,· u id De. COl upon f('cei~ing th e award, • .••The I2o~t

decade 0 th e 20th c('nlUry h.u witn essed 20n unp recedented nu mhe'r of sue
cessful d in in l triJ.ls in cancee. deukemia, childhood t umors. Tympho mas , and
cu cinom.n of th e breast, rsophagus. lung, head. neck, colon, rectum...•\l'e
mu st he'permitted to u rry t hese SUCC('U('l into th e 21l t cent u ry,"
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Oncology prof('1sionall gatb
ered at th e ACCC Oncology
Reimbu rsem ent Sympo~ium

held T uesday, Oc tober lJ, 19'18,
in AUltin, Tn. The muting,
presented by ACCC and the
Teu, Society of Medinl
O ncology•and sponsored by
Eli Lilly and Co mpa ny and
Ort ho Biot ech Inc.. was jUlt
one of several oncology 'ym·
po,i;a ACCC presented
throughout t he count ry in
conjunct ion with lee..1oncolo
gy , t..te soc lerles, More th..n
100 auendees received an
overview of the legisla tive and
regul2otory cha llenges .J£feeting
oncology pra ctice at loe..1and
n..rional levels. Co ncurrent '('1.
slons offered present..tlo ns on
iuurs sprc ific to hospit ..1cancer
programs and oncology prac
tic" . 201 well ..s reimbunem('nt
and psychosoci..1iu ue, .

Kim C..ld('r. ~I.P.S.• an oci.Jte
executive director of th e
Nolition.J1 Alli.li nce of BrCJ. ~t

Cu e Org.lin il.ll t iom (N ABCO).
left . and £1I('n Coleman.
~l.S . S .A .• director of n.lition .d
program, for Cancer Care. ln c.,
puticip.Jted in ACCC', p.lit i('nt
advocacy muting. Paue nr
advocates were briefed on th e
btest fegubtor y .Jnd legisbti~e

inue' .li£f«ting oncology cafe
delivery for cancer parienrs.
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