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ACCC and Quintiles Join Forces
by John E. Feldmann, M.D., F.A.C.P.

fter an intense selection
process, the Association
of Community Cancer
Centers has announced
its newly formed rela-
tionship with Quintiles Oncology
Therapeutics. The agreement makes
Quintiles Oncology the contract
research organization for the
Association’s Collaborative
Research Group (CRG). The CRG
is a benefit of Institutional/Group
Practice membership. This agree-
ment will make quintiles On-
cology a conduit for providing
CRG members access to many
industry clinical trials. In addition
to identifying the trials appropriate
for and of interest to CRG mem-
bers, Quintiles Oncology will pro-
vide CRG sites access to a central
research Institutional Review
Board and administrative support,
as well as assistance with functions
such as data collection and data
management. Quintiles Oncology
is one of the largest clinical research
organizations in the world, with
more than 16,000 employees oper-
ating chnical tnials in new drug
development and biotechnology.

IMPROVED ACCESS TO
CLINICAL TRIALS

Since the beginning of the Com-
munity Clinical Oncology Program
(CCOP) movement in the early
1980s, the Association of Com-
munity Cancer Centers has placed
support of community research

high on its list of priorities within
the organization’s strategic plan.
The new relationship with
Quintiles Oncology will allow
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ACCC to improve access to clinical
trials for its member institutions.
Quintiles Oncology will give
preferential access for CRG mem-
bers to all cancer trials suitable
for community cancer centers.
Member institutions have no oblig-
ation to work only with the CRG,
but the quality of the studies pro-
posed by Quintiles Oncology and
its use of the newest optical fax
and web-based technology for data
collection should greatly enhance
the research programs of all CRG
members, regardless of size. The
ACCC CRG Steering Committee
will work with Quintiles Oncology
to develop the CRG into a major
player in the clinical research arena.
The volume of work available to
CRG members should increase
dramatically without loss of con-
trol of the group by ACCC and
its board o% trustees. As the CRG
increases in size, Quintiles On-
cology will be able to convince
pharmaceutical companies to use
the CRG for therr clinical trials in
the area of new drug and technolo-
gy development. This new affilia-
tion will lead to exciting new
research opportunities for the
membership and fulfill the original
CRG goal of implementing high-
quality clinical research in the
community cancer center setting.

THE CRG CHANGES

ACCC’s CRG first took shape

in 1990 when it became clear that
many member institutions were
committed to clinical research, but
were not able to participate through
the CCOP mechanism because o
smaller bed size or lack of institu-
tional commitment. These cancer
programs often had difficulty devel-
oping access to major pharmaceuti-
cal trials. At the same time, some
larger institutions with established
clinical research programs were

looking for ways to expand their
contacts and diversify their studies.

The CRG began with the partici-
pation of approximately 55 institu-
tions of various sizes. The CRG
Steering Committee reviewed trials
for suitability, and contracts were
negotiated with the sponsoring
pharmaceutical companies. Thus
mechanism led to several successful
efforts for the CRG, especially in
the trials of pamidronate for the pre-
vention of bone disease in metastatic
breast cancer and myeloma.

Over the past few years, howev-
er, accessing major pharmaceurical
trials through the present CRG
mechanism has become increasing-
ly difficult. The slow process of
review and the need to contract
with many different companies
made the CRG less competitive,
Companies began to contract
directly with individual members in
an effort to save time. Maintaining
adequate personnel for the CRG
became difficult because major
national reimbursement issues
competed for staff time. All these
barriers gradually brought group
activities to a standstill.

Last year ACCC’s board of
trustees proposed a major overhaul
of the CRG mechanism to restore
1t as a major Association program
and increase its value to the mem-
bership. Rather than the CRG doing
all the group operations in-house,
the commirtee proposed that the
CRG partner with a clinical research
organization with all the needed
mechanisms already in place. A
request for proposals was prepared
and sent to leading clinical research
orgamzations. The CRG Steering
Commuittee then held interviews for
the leading candidates. The process
led to the selection of Quintiles
Oncology Therapeutics as the clini-
cal research organization to operate
the CRG for the Association, ‘M
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