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The Internet is .1 worldwide
network of computers• and
th e U'orld U'ide U'eb is .a

network of informa tion resou rces.
The Web relies o n three mecha 
nisms to make these resources
available:
• A unif onn nami ng JdJt~me for
each web site (e.g.• URis. or
U niform Resource Identifiers.
which include URLs or U nifo rm
Resour ce locators). Each web site
h.1S a un ique nam e followed by
.com, .nct, o r .a rg• among other
po ssibl e suffixes.
• IfTML, o r Hypcr'Texr Markup
Language, is the .lClu.l1coding tholl
creaees a web page- HTMl.lllows
autho rs 10 re-create m.m y of the
co mponents fo und in hardcopy
documents. such as head ings,
paragraphs, and tables• •m d allows
ot he r rj-pes of media, suc h as
graphics• audio, and video, to be
embedded directly into the file.
Codi ng in HTML .l\so allows one
",..eb P.lg~ to link to an infinite
number of other web P.l~~S .

• Protocols. such as HITP
(Hyper'Iext Transfer Prot ocol).
are languages spo ken betw~en I h~

w~b browser in your co mpule r
.lnd .a web server on t he Int ernl' t.
They allow you r co mp ute r 10

com munic.ltc .and exch.lnge files
with Ihe Internet . Unl~ss you .u~

.l web programmer, you won't
need 10 d~J.I with them.

W~b brows~rs J. r~ softwu~ pro·
~r.lms thJ.t rC.ld J.nd i nt~rpr~t th~

HTML cod~s used to build th~

PJog~s . Two of th~ most wd l-
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known bro wsers are Neucape
Navigate and Microsoft
Internet Explorer .

DOMAIN NAMES
The Domain Name System (D NS)
helps users 10 find th~ir w.a)·
arou nd th~ Intem er. EWf)' com
pur er o n t he Internet has .a un iqu e
address rhat co nsists of .,1, cornpli
cared string of numbers called its
" IP address." Th~ D NS makes
using th~ lntem er easier by allow
ing a [amiliar string of letters (the
domain name) to be used instead
of the all-number IP address: so,
fo r example, instead of typi ng
207.151.159.3, you can type
unotu.internic.n et , although both
will take you to the same web site.

'When )'ou regist er a domain
name, you are m.lking an ~ntry in .1

direcrorv of .,1, 11 th e domain names
and Ihei~ co rrespondi ng co mputers
o n the Internet. Domain names
end ing wit h .biz, .com, .info ,
.name, .net, o r .o rg can be regis
tered through co mpet ing compJ. ·
nies (known as · rcgistr J.C'S-). A [ist
of these companies .lPPCJ.C'S in the
Accr ed ited Rcgistr u Dir ectory
on the Int~rNIC web sireat
hnp11",,,,,,,·.int~ic.netlrcgisLhtml.

The rcgistru will submit j-our co n
tact and technical information to a
central d irectory known as the
" registry," whieh gives other com
puters on the Int ernet the informs 
lio n they need to send you e- mJ. i1
o r to find your web sile.

The choice of your dom.lin
nam e is very imporunt. It should
conuin well -known words Ih.lt
J. re e.asil)' spelled .lnd do nOI
eonuin illeg,al chu.lcters such.as
spJ.ces, % , S. !.•, .lnd S•.amo ng
othe rs. You n n s«k Jod" ice from
.an experiencw w~b design comp.a
nr ° or tf)' yo ur own domJo.in nJ.me
ideJo.S by usin g: hnp:ll"",·",...int er
ni~.netlwhois.htmL An error will
J.ppcJ.r if you ente r illcg.ll chJ.rJoc
tets. J.nd )'ou '1I 1eu n wh ether )'our
desired domJo.in n.ame is .llre.ad,· in
use J.nd th erefor e not J. '·.li l .abl~.

META TAGS
A mcu ug is .,1, spcc i.ll S~I of words
or phr.ases co ntJ.ined in th~ I-ITML
coding of your si l~. Meu t.ags,
wh ich u~ not visible 10 web site
re.lders. serve to .llert most se.arch

engines abo ut the co nte nt of j-our
sire. There are • keyword " meta
tags .lnd •description " meta tags.

Kr)"U'ord mrla lagj. Most
major search engines use key
words (such J.S o ncology, cance r
progum. o r O hio o ncology pr.ac
tice) to index .1 web site in their
database. Web sires with keyword
met J. tJ.gs are likely to appear o n
searc h engin~ lists in rank order
befo re sites without k~)"...ords,
even if the content is th e same.
C hoosing the right keyw o rds is
important in publicizing your site .

Atmleu r mistakes in choosing
keyword meta l.lgs can have serious
consequences, For example, so me
search engines accept only a certai n
number of keywords and will
ignor e them all if too many wo rds
are used .

Description Mcla Tags.
Description meta tags are one or
two sentences that describe your
site for the search eng ine' s web
site list. If no description meta tJogs
are available , so me search engines
will d isp !J.}· pJ.rt of the first p.a rJo 
graph from the web p.ag~ .aftt"r the
site nam e. Since the web sire
description can powerfully influ
ence which web sites people visit,
write it with your read er in mind.

F1NDINQ HELP
Stan sm.lU. then add mo re 10 your
web sit e as you gro w•

If you w.anl.l ·broc hure sitc"
thJ.t presents only hou rs, pol icies.
.lnd ot her descriptive informAtion
.lbout your rr.actice, you can prob
.lbly design II yoursclf wi th .llinle
profession.ll help on gr.aphics. Buy
.1 good softwue progr.am for
build ing web p.ages such .lS
MJ.cromwi.a Dr~J.mw e.av ,
Microsoft FrontP.age- . NetObjC'Cts
Fusion' , Hom~Site • H otMeul
Pro' , .lnd Web We.aver Gold .

An i nt~rJ.cti \·e j i t~ r«Juires
multiple d.lu so urces .and deli\'~f}'

systems with ttJonsmission securi 
Iy. This le\'el of expertise is
be)'o nd most mcd ic.al offices .and
C"cn mJ.ny web design finns .
Since bJ.d pl.anning result s in
.ldded costs, )·ou should definitel}'
eng.ag~ .l prof~ssionJ.I finn thJ.I
sp~c iJ. l izes in inler.active siles if
th~r~ is .ln inte ract ive web site in
yo ur future. '41
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