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West Virginia Cancer Registry (WVCR)

• The WVCR is a population-based registry that maintains data on cancer 
among those who have a West Virginia address at the time of their 
diagnosis

• Any case of cancer diagnosed after December 31, 1992, where the 
primary tumor is determined to be malignant or carcinoma in situ, is to 
be reported

• Exceptions include basal and squamous cell carcinomas of the skin, and 
carcinoma in situ of the cervix

• WVCR operates with both state funds and a cooperative agreement with 
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s National Program of 
Cancer Registries

• Non-malignant brain and central nervous system tumors became 
reportable January 1, 2002
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Cancer Reporting Requirements

• Cancer cases are to be reported within six months of diagnosis
• Anyone who diagnoses or treats cancer must report cases to the 

WVCR
• Health Care Facility - Any hospital, nursing home, clinic, cancer 

treatment center, laboratory, or any other facility which 
provides health care or diagnostic services

• Health Care Provider - Any physician, dentist, nurse, or other 
individual who provides medical, dental, nursing, or other 
health care services of any kind

• WVCR receives cases through interstate data exchanges when 
West Virginia residents are diagnosed or treated in other states
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WVCR Staff

• Program Director
• Administrative Assistant
• Data Manager
• 8 Field staff (Oncology data specialists, quality control, training)
• 2 Epidemiologists
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WVCR Functions

• Collect, distribute, and evaluate data on cancer in West Virginia to 
reduce the burden of cancer for the state and its residents

Examples:
• Provide baseline cancer rates to the Mountains of Hope cancer 

coalition to assess the effects of cancer reduction efforts
• Provide late-stage breast cancer rates by county to Bonnie’s Bus to 

target underserved areas of the state
• Provide case counts to hospitals and healthcare systems to assist 

patient needs planning
• Provide case counts to legislators for projecting costs for expanded 

insurance coverage (Oral Health and Cancer Rights Act)
• Provide data to researchers to help improve our understanding of the 

development of cancers and treatment effectiveness
• Investigate cancer concerns from the public, the media, and medical 

professionals
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WVCR Publications – Cancer Burden Report



7

WVCR Publications – County Cancer Profiles
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WVCR Publications - Cancer Fact Sheets
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WVCR Public Health Impact

• Lung cancer – data are used to support local clean indoor air 
regulations

• Liver cancer – work with Viral Hepatitis group to project cancers that 
could be prevented through hepatitis B vaccination and hepatitis C 
treatment

• Cervical cancer and others – work with Division of Immunization 
Services to promote HPV vaccination as effective cancer prevention

• Patient-level data supplied to researchers for medical monitoring of 
those in the Parkersburg area exposed to C-8 in the water supply

• Analyzed patterns of cancer to evaluate risk from ethylene oxide 
exposure in Kanawha County 
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Search Terms

• West Virginia Cancer Registry
• West Virginia Cancer Burden Report
• West Virginia County Cancer Profiles
• Mountains of Hope Cancer Coalition
• Bonnie’s Bus
• Oral Health and Cancer Rights Act



Contact Information

Steve Blankenship, MS
Epidemiologist
West Virginia Department of Health 
Bureau for Public Health
Office of Epidemiology and Prevention Services
Division of Cancer Epidemiology
350 Capitol Street, Room 125
Charleston, WV  25301
Phone:  (304) 352-6248
Email:  Steven.E.Blankenship@wv.gov

Website:  www.cancerregistry.wv.gov

Funding: 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention # NU58DP007137-02-00 11
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